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Highway funding worries coach industry lobbyists
WASHINGTON — A year ago,

the legislative agenda of the motor-
coach industry was largely focused
on one thing: Congress’ contor-
tions to get the five-year highway
and public transportation funding
bill passed.

Today, the industry’s Washing-
ton agenda is much more nebulous. 

Of paramount importance to

industry lobbyists and trade associ-
ation executives is the appointment
of a new administrator for the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (see story on page
four), and the expected publication
of a number of important safety-
related rules by the FMCSA. 

Tops on the lobbyists’ worry
list, however, is the pending negoti-

ated rule-making by the Federal
Transit Administration to come up
with possible changes to federal
charter service rules.

Of longer-term — but no less
significant — concern is the rela-
tively low-profile effort to find
alternatives to financing the na-
tion’s highway system.

The urgency of this issue stems

from predictions by a number of
experts that the federal Highway
Trust Fund could be bankrupt with-
in three years.

The great fear among those who
earn a living working inside the
Washington Beltway is that as Con-
gress and federal policymakers cast
about for ways to shore up the trust
fund their wayward eyes could land

on the 17-cents-per-gallon federal
excise tax exemption granted to the
over-the-road bus industry.

Last year’s highway bill set up two
commissions to study alternative
methods for funding the federal
highway system and appropriated
$100 million for a pilot program
for states to experiment with non-

MOUNTAIN TOP, Pa. — One
of the motorcoach industry’s best-
known operators, Auto-Bus, has
been shut down by the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administra-
tion and Pennsylvania authorities
for operating without insurance.

According to an FMCSA

spokesman, Auto-Bus has been
operating without insurance for
nearly three years. 

Auto-Bus was launched by
company owner Edward Deets
more than 30 years ago to trans-
port both passengers and their cars
to Florida. Six years ago, the long-

time member of the American Bus
Association was one of the eight
initial winners of the United Mo-
torcoach Association Vision
Awards. 

Over the years, the company
has been featured in a number of
profiles by many of the industry

trade magazines.
Now, Auto-Bus faces the possi-

bility of heavy fines for operating
both inter- and intrastate service
without federal and state authority.
Specifically, it had no insurance.

Ian Grossman, director of com-
munications for the FMCSA, said

Auto-Bus has not had authority to
operate interstate bus trips since
August 2003

The federal agency issued an
out-of-service order against the
company late last month, demand-
ing it cease operations. Law

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 þ

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13 þ

Detroit Diesel reaffirms
commitment to industry,
says it’s ready for 2007 

DETROIT — If you’ve heard
talk in the industry that Detroit
Diesel Corp. is pulling out of the
motorcoach market, forget it.

The company has made it clear
it not only intends to continue sup-
plying coach engines but it will
introduce new engines to the
industry in coming years, includ-
ing an upgraded Series 60 in ‘07
that will meet new and more strin-
gent federal emission standards.

“We’re serious about this,”
company President and Chief Ex-
ecutive Carsten Reinhardt empha-
sized at a press gathering here.
“We’re here to play in this segment
of the engine market.”

Detroit Diesel has been serving
the North American motorcoach
market for decades. The industry’s
coach suppliers, Van Hool, Setra,
Prevost and Motor Coach

Industries, sell most or all of their
coaches with Detroit Diesel
engines. 

However, Reinhardt and other
Detroit Diesel executives indicated
there has been concern in the coach
industry that the company might
drop out of the market in favor of
producing engines only for truck
builder Freightliner and other com-
panies owned by its corporate par-
ent, DaimlerChrysler.

“We are not going to pull out of
the coach … market,” Reinhardt
declared. “We’re here to stay.” 

Additionally, he said the com-
pany is looking into the possibility
of getting back into the urban bus
business, but has made no deci-
sion. “We are going to study it very
carefully, but as of today we have
made no commitment,” he noted. 

Detroit Diesel is committed,

however, to introducing new
engines for all of its existing mar-
kets, including motorcoaches.
Reinhardt said the company has

invested $1.1 billion in new-engine
development and is lining up sev-
eral new models, including one
that could be on the street within

two years.
Meantime, the workhorse Series

60 engine has been substantially

Auto-Bus is shut down for failing to have insurance
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14 þ

Detroit Diesel says its heavily tested, reduced-emissions ’07 engines are getting closer to being ready for production.
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Greyhound sales, income
post gains for 2nd quarter
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Starkville Trailways rolls into Memphis
MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Starkville

Trailways, a member of the charter
and tour division of the Trailways
Transportation System, has estab-
lished an operation in Memphis.

Randy Futral, president of
Starkville Trailways, set up a new
operation, called Memphis Trail-
ways of Tennessee, to expand his
company into a much larger market.

To facilitate the expansion,
Futral purchased a couple of coach-
es that formerly belonged to Brow-
der Coaches of Bartlett, Tenn., a
suburb of Memphis. 

The new operation also ex-
pands the Trailways brand into the
Memphis market. Metropolitan
Memphis, which is about 175 miles

northwest of Futral’s base in
Starkville, is roughly 21 times larg-
er than Starkville and surrounding
Oktibbeha County, Miss.

“I have already seen how the
Trailways name has positively
impacted our business here in
northern Mississippi,” says Futral,
“and I believe the brand will
achieve even more by expanding
further north.”

Futral said company revenues
have grown by more than 25 per-
cent since he joined the Trailways
system last year. 

“We have certainly stepped-up
our advertising in the Mississippi
market,” he said, “but a lot of our
added business has come from

leads we’ve gotten directly from
the Trailways national office and
other (Trailways) team members.”

Futral also has expanded his
company’s services, adding Friday
and Saturday casino runs between
Starkville and Philadelphia, Miss.,
which has three nearby casinos.

Futral says his customers prefer
the 90-minute round trip to Phila-
delphia than the much longer drive
to the casinos on the Mississippi
Gulf Coast.

Starkville Trailways operates 13
motorcoaches, including an en-
tertainer coach, and serves a diverse
customer base, including schools,
churches, Department of Defense
units and corporate groups.

Less stress at No Stress Express
LAS VEGAS — An attempt

by Nevada officials to shut down
a maverick coach operator who is
challenging the state’s authority to
regulate bus companies has been
sidestepped. 

Last month, the Nevada Trans-
portation Services Authority pulled
the business certification of No
Stress Express of Carson City
after owner Bob Fairman refused
to allow a TSA inspector on his
property. (See March 15 Bus &
Motorcoach News.)

However, Fairman’s attorney

was able to defuse the issue by
having him take a drug and driver
test to remain in operation. 

Officials from the Nevada
TSA had maintained that the test
results they had on file for
Fairman were outdated. 

“We don’t think they have the
authority to require the tests, but
we advised that he (Fairman) do
them anyway,” said attorney Ellen
Jean Winograd, who represents
Fairman.

For his part, Fairman main-
tains that the TSA effort to shut

him down was in retaliation to a
federal law suit he — and the Ne-
vada Transportation Coalition that
he heads — filed against the state
agency in September. 

The suit claims the TSA is
overstepping its authority by at-
tempting to regulate motorcoach-
es and buses and that federal law
preempts the state regulatory
authority.

The lawsuit is pending with
attorneys for both sides exchang-
ing written briefs and preparing
for oral arguments.

NAPERVILLE, Ill. — Laidlaw
International, parent company of
Greyhound Lines, said its intercity
bus companies continued to show
revenue and profit gains during the
three months ended Feb. 28.

In its second-quarter earnings
report, Laidlaw said its Greyhound
division, which is composed of
Greyhound Lines and Greyhound
Canada, posted revenue of $293.8
million, up 3 percent from the
$284.7 million reported a year ago.

The gain resulted largely from
ticket price increases and came
despite the huge cutback in the
Greyhound route structure during
the past 20 months. 

The revenue increase at Grey-
hound contributed to an overall 3
percent rise in consolidated sec-
ond-quarter revenue at Laidlaw,
along with improved contract rates
at Laidlaw’s school bus operation. 

For the six months ended Feb.
28, Greyhound had total revenue of
$598.4 million, up from $569.5 mil-
lion for the same quarter last year.

Greyhound operating income,
plus depreciation and amortization,
or EBITDA, for the second quarter
of this year was $26.3 million, up
more than 4.5 percent from last
year’s second-quarter figure of
$25.1 million.

Greyhound’s margin on its
operating profit (plus depreciation
and amortization) for this year’s
second quarter was 9 percent, up
from last year’s 8.8 percent. 

Laidlaw calls its operating
income, plus depreciation and
amortization, “EBITDA.” It says it
presents the EBITDA figures as an
indicator of liquidity.

The consolidated EBITDA for
Laidlaw International for the sec-
ond quarter was $122.4 million.
That figure compares with compa-
ny net income of $34 million and
operating income (before interest
and taxes) of $65.3 million. 

For the six months ended Feb.
28, EBITDA at Greyhound was
$61.2 million, versus $36.9 million
for the like reporting period in 2005.

Laidlaw said it repurchased 1.7
million of its shares during the sec-
ond quarter at an average price of
$27.16 per share, or a total of $46
million.

Laidlaw plans to repurchase up
to $200 million of its common
stock. The buyback has helped
drive up the price of Laidlaw stock
in recent months.

The board of Laidlaw declared
a dividend of 15 cents per share,
payable May 26 to stockholders of
record May 3.
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No. 2 official at FMCSA,
Warren Hoemann, resigns

WASHINGTON — Warren
Hoemann, the No. 2 administrator
at the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration for most of
the past three years, has resigned.

Hoemann announced his resig-
nation barely more than a week
after becoming acting administra-
tor of the agency that’s responsible
for improving bus and truck safety
on U.S. highways. 

Hoemann became acting ad-
ministrator when Annette Sand-
berg resigned as administrator and
left the job March 31. Hoemann
took on Sandberg’s responsibili-
ties from his position as deputy
administrator, which he had been
appointed to in August 2003. He
joined the agency in March 2003,
as chief counsel. His last day at
the FMCSA is May 13.

Replacing Hoemann as deputy

administrator will be John Hill,
the agency’s assistant administra-
tor and chief safety officer. Hill
joined the FMCSA in June 2003,
from the Indiana State Police,
where he served as the commer-
cial vehicle enforcement division
commander from 1989 to 1994
and from 2000 to 2003.

Hill also commanded the
Indiana State Police field enforce-
ment and logistics divisions. He
joined the state police in 1974.

In a one-page statement to
FMCSA employees, Hoemann gave
no indication why he was leaving.
There was immediate speculation,
however, that he was departing
because (a) the FMCSA is facing a
huge workload of rule-makings
stemming from last year’s highway
bill; (b) because Sandberg was
leaving; (c) because of the on-

going inability of the FMCSA to
come up with revised hours-of-
service rules for truckers that sat-
isfy truckers, safety advocates and
unions, and (d) all of the above.

Hoemann, who has been some-
thing of a favorite of motorcoach in-
dustry lobbyists, joined the FMCSA
with a trucking industry back-
ground. Before coming to Wash-
ington, he was vice president of the
California Trucking Association. 

Before working for the truck-
ing association, Hoemann was
vice president of government rela-
tions at Yellow Corporation, one
of the nation’s largest trucking
companies and the corporate par-
ent of Yellow Freight System.

Refiner begins biodiesel blending
DALLAS — The fledgling

biodiesel industry has taken anoth-
er step toward becoming more
mainstream with the opening of a
blending facility at an oil terminal
here. 

Advocates of biodiesel say ter-
minal blending is critical to making
the fuel available to more users. It
eliminates the necessity of fuel
trucks having to make two stops,
one to pick up biodiesel and anoth-
er to pick up petrodiesel. 

Additionally, terminal blending
assures the correct blending of the
products, eliminating so-called
splash blending in which the two
products are loaded at different
locations and mixed in the truck.
Terminal blending will provide a
much-more consistent product, say

industry executives. 
“By having blending equip-

ment on the premise of a major ter-
minal operator on an exclusive
basis, we are able to minimize
transportation costs of both the
petroleum diesel used for blending,
as well as the final blended bio-
diesel product, since most major
terminals have been strategically
located to reduce logistical delivery
costs,” said Dennis McLaughlin,
CEO of Earth Biofuels.

The blending facility is at a ter-
minal owned and operated by
petroleum refiner Motiva Enter-
prises of Houston. McLaughlin,
whose Earth Biofuels is one of the
partners in the $120,000 pilot pro-
gram, said Motiva’s move will help
boost the biodiesel industry.

Motiva said it has no immedi-
ate plans to provide blending at
other terminals, though a company
official said the program will allow
the refiner to build business rela-
tionships with biodiesel distribu-
tors and customers.

Houston-based Motiva refines,
distributes and markets oil prod-
ucts, and markets gasoline to about
8,900 Shell and Texaco stations.
The company is a joint venture of
Shell Oil and Saudi Refining, a
wholly-owned subsidiary of Saudi
Arabian Oil, the national oil com-
pany of Saudi Arabia. 

Earth Biofuels produces and
distributes biodiesel fuel through a
network of wholesale and retail
outlets. Its fuel is sold under Willie
Nelson’s brand name, “BioWillie.”

FMCSA moves slowly
on plan to target outlaw
motorcoach, truck firms

WASHINGTON — Federal
regulators are starting to take aim
at rogue bus and truck operators
with a program that will combine
education and enforcement.

As a first step, the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administra-
tion has awarded a contract to
Consolidated Safety Services Inc.
of Fairfax, Va., to devise a plan for
the agency’s new Non-Entrants
Education and Outreach Program.

The primary target of the pro-
gram will be motorcoach opera-
tors and truckers throughout the
country that offer interstate serv-
ices but are not registered with the
U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion. Infractions include failing to
apply for operating authority
and/or a USDOT number.

The motorcoach industry has
advocated for years that federal
regulators step up their efforts to
get unregistered operators off the
highways. 

Such companies, sometimes
called outlaws or rogue operators,
are conducting business outside the
law and below the regulatory radar
screen, and their numbers appear to
be growing.

Data from fiscal 2003 and 2004
show an alarming trend. Violations
for operating without federal
authority totaled 7,466 in 2003,
more than doubling to 16,408 in
2004, the FMCSA says.

Violations for operating with-
out a USDOT number rose from
20,713 in 2003 to 38,951 in 2004.

“This number includes carriers
who did not mark their CMV
(Commercial Motor Vehicle) prop-
erly,” the FMCSA says, meaning
they did not affix a DOT number to
the side of their vehicle.

In response to a question,
Duane DeBruyne of the FMCSA
office of communications declined
to characterize the new program as
a crackdown, rather he said “the
contract is charged with getting us
off the ground. It begins with help-
ing us think through the best way to
address this topic.

“The contract requires that they
develop a plan to carry us for-
ward.”

The contract emphasizes very
strong stakeholder participation,
including bus and trucking opera-
tors, DeBruyne said.

“They will conduct town hall
meetings, seeking input from

stakeholders,” he said. “Once they
have the information, they will
present a recommended plan on
how we go forward.”

The proposed plan must be
submitted by next April.

In its 2005 budget request,
FMCSA committed to addressing
the issue of identifying carriers that
are required to be registered with
the USDOT, alerting carriers of
safety and compliance require-
ments, and improving compliance
and enforcement efforts on carriers
that fail to register.

The goal of the Non-Entrants
Education and Outreach Program
is to educate carriers and drivers
regarding the definition of non-
entrants, along with their respon-
sibility to comply with FMCSA
regulations.

The ultimate goal, however, is
to reduce the number of motor car-
rier-related crashes, resulting in
injuries, fatalities and property
damage, according to an FMCSA
statement.

Consolidated Safety Services
won the $1 million contract to help
the FMCSA develop the non-
entrant program. The company is
known throughout the motorcoach
industry as the organization that
conducts Department of Defense
audits of bus operators.

“The contract is intended to
help us understand the breadth of
the question, what is the best way
to address it, and by that I mean the
most effective method,” said De-
Bruyne of FMCSA. “No one-size-
fits-all. Some have a DOT number
that is not on their (vehicle), and
others are not aware of the need to
get it.”

DeBruyne says there also may
be regional differences in how to
deal with non-entrants. Research
will show whether non-entrants are
more prevalent in rural areas of the
West or among inner city urban
carriers, and why.

“There may be different strate-
gies needed,” he says.

What will happen when non-
entrant operators are identified?

“It may be a combination of
working with our state partners
(state DOTs), and there may be ele-
ments of a public information cam-
paign and there may be increased
emphasis on enforcement,” De-
Bruyne said.

Warren Hoemann John Hill

Transit agencies seek charter operators
The following public transit

providers have informed the United
Motorcoach Association of their
intent to provide charter bus serv-
ice unless willing and able private
charter operators step forward to
offer their service, or to bid on con-
tract opportunities.

Operators are urged to take the
time to respond to these public
notices.

Clarendon, Kershaw, Lee,
Lower Richland and Sumter
counties, S.C. Deadline: April 21,
2006. Write to: Ann D. August,

Executive Director, P.O. Box 2462,
Sumter, SC 29151. Phone: (803)
934-0538.

Berlin/Gorham, N.H. Dead-
line: April 28, 2006. Write to:
Beverly Raymond, Transportation
Director, North County Trans-
portation, 31 Pleasant St., Berline,
NH 03570. Phone: (888) 997-
2020.

Winchester, Va. Deadline:
April 29, 2006. Write to: Sharon
Ormond, Transit Office Manager,
City of Winchester Transportation
Department, 310 East Pall Mall St.,

Winchester, VA 22601. Phone:
(540) 667-1815.

Dutchess County (Pough-
keepsie), N.Y. Deadline: May 1,
2006. Write to: Mark Pritchard,
General Manager, Dutchess Coun-
ty Division of Mass Transit, 14
Commerce St., Poughkeepsie, NY
12603. Phone: (845) 473-0171. 

Chico, Calif. Deadline: May 4,
2006. Write to: Janice Fratallone,
Transit Manager, Butte Regional
Transit, 2580 Sierra Sunrise Ter-
race, Ste. 100, Chico, CA 95928.
Phone: (530) 879-2468.
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New tolling system helps Illinois reduce congestion
CHICAGO — Illinois, which

last year became the first state to
begin switching from a barrier toll
plaza system to what is called
“open road tolling,” says its new
system is performing as advertised
in reducing travel times. 

Illinois’ conversion from tradi-
tional toll plazas to a barrier-free
system allows I-PASS users to

travel at highway speeds while tolls
are collected electronically by a
monotube overhead, reducing con-
gestion and travel time.

Vehicles without I-PASS, or
that need to exit shortly after the
plaza, pull right into traditional toll
plazas where they can pay cash to
collectors. They do not impact the
flow of traffic on the main roadway.

Separating I-PASS users from
vehicles paying cash also is de-
signed to improve safety at toll plazas. 

A survey of users of Illinois
tollways found that more than half
of those responding said that open
road tolling has saved them up to
10 minutes on one-way trips. One-
fourth said they saved 15 minutes
or more per trip.

Nine of the 20 mainline
Illinois toll plazas have been con-
verted to barrier-free open road
tolling and the others are being
changed this year.

The nine toll plazas with open
road tolling lanes are the Cermak,
Irving Park Road, Touhy Avenue,
82nd St and 83rd St. toll plazas on
the Tri-State Tollway (I-294); the

Army Trail Road plaza on I-355;
the Edens Spur plaza on I-94, the
Aurora plaza on I-88, and the
Boughton Road plaza on I-355.

The open road tolling technol-
ogy is part of a 10-year, $5.3 bil-
lion Illinois roadway congestion-
relief program. 

For more information, go to
www.illinoistollway.com. 

Guns in vehicles
is hot Ohio issue

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Ohio
legislators are considering making
changes to a relatively new law
that covers the carrying of a
weapon in a vehicle.

Current law requires that the
holder of a gun permit, who is in a
vehicle, to either lock the gun away
or carry it in a holster that’s in plain
sight.

Legislators who want to change
the law say the requirement is both
unreasonable and unenforceable.
The new bill removes the plain-
sight requirement because “it’s
legal fiction that can’t be reason-
ably complied with by Ohio citi-
zens,” one legislator told the
Columbus Dispatch. 

But a Highway Patrol spokes-
man says there has been no confu-
sion thus far in enforcing the plain-
sight provision, and it should not
be altered. 

Sen. Steve Austria of Beaver-
creek, a point person for Republi-
cans on gun issues, said it’s impor-
tant that law-enforcement officers
be able to identify whether a vehi-
cle occupant is carrying a gun. But
he said there is a better alternative
than the plain-sight provision. 

Road work slows
travel in Chicago 

CHICAGO — The Dan Ryan
Expressway, which carries 300,000
vehicles a day through Chicago’s
South Side, is getting a major
facelift that will restrict traffic for
at least two years.

This month, the roadway was
narrowed to six lanes from 14, as
the scheduled two-year construc-
tion project got underway. Signifi-
cant delays are expected for the
duration of the project. 

The situation is expected to be
so bad for local hauling compa-
nies that some truckers are con-
sidering implementing surcharges
to offset costs they think they will
incur as a result of the delays
caused by the project. 

The construction will revamp
the expressway and will include
temporary and permanent ramp
and express-lane closures, accord-
ing to the Illinois Department of
Transportation.

Detroit Diesel’s Series 60 engine, proven for 15 years with 
more than 800,000 on the road, delivers outstanding performance
whether climbing mountains, cruising over the plains or 
operating in extreme temperature conditions.

n Will Meet 2007 EPA Standards
n Improved Performance And Electronics
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The North American Company 
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NEW ORELANS — By most
accounts, New Orleans passed
the first real test of its recovery as
a tourism Mecca by conducting a
successful — if scaled back —
Mardi Gras 2006.

Another test comes later this
month with the city’s other signa-
ture event, the New Orleans Jazz
& Heritage Festival, scheduled
for April 28-30 and May 5-7.

This year’s festival is boasting
as impressive a lineup of musician
as ever, with headliners to include
Paul Simon, Bob Dylan, Gulf Coast
native Jimmy Buffett, the Dave
Mathews Band and Elvis Costello,
as well as scores of local stars. 

Plus, Bruce Springsteen and
the Seeger Sessions Band will
make its first-ever Jazz Fest
appearance Sunday, April 30.

Springsteen and the new band
are releasing an album April 25,
featuring songs associated with
American folk music legend Pete
Seeger. Their Jazz Fest debut will
feature most of the musicians
who worked on the recording.

“When Bruce and the Seeger
Sessions band take the stage at
the festival it will be a moment to
remember,” said Quint Davis,

producer-director of the festival.
Etta James, Herbie Hancock,

Dave Bartholomew, Warren Haynes
and many musical artists others
have been added to the lineup,
Davis said. A complete day-by-
day music lineup is available at
www.nojazzfest.com.

The festival’s signature Louis-
iana Heritage Fair, held at the New
Orleans Fair Grounds Race

Course, runs from 11 a.m. to 7
p.m. each of its six days, with
artists appearing on multiple
stages at the same time. The Heri-
tage Fair also features a food fair
with more than 100 varieties of
Louisiana and international foods.

Tickets for Jazz Fest are on
sale at www.nojazzfest.com and
www.ticketmaster.com, or by call-
ing (800) 488-5252 (outside

Louisiana).
Gray Line Tours/Hotard Des-

tination Services will operate bus
round-trip transportation daily
from 10:30 a.m. – 7:30 p.m. For
information about the express
service call (504) 569-1401 or
(800) 535-7786. 

For an updated list of open
New Orleans’ attractions, go to
www.QuarterCrawl.com.

New Orleans Jazz Festival is next big test 
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What about
next time?

Once again it appears that an oper-
ator that shouldn’t have been on the
road continued to operate because the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Admin-
istration doesn’t have an effective sys-
tem for monitoring operators that
flaunt its rules.

The story about Auto-Bus on page
one paints a sad picture of an operator
that once was held up as an industry
standard, falling on hard times, and try-
ing to scrape by without insurance. 

More than two years ago, the
FMCSA flagged and fined Auto-Bus
for operating without insurance and
ignoring regulations. Yet, it appears
Auto-Bus continued to turn its back on
the rules and operate with no coverage.

And the FMCS wouldn’t, couldn’t,
didn’t keep the company off the road. It
is, in a word, outrageous. 

One has to wonder how many hun-
dreds or thousands of passengers and
other motorists were put at risk be-
cause Auto-Bus didn’t have insurance. 

Or, how many competitors lost
business to Auto-Bus because they had
to charge prices that reflected the cost
of maintaining proper insurance and
operating legally. 

Or, how many competitors knew
Auto-Bus was operating without insur-
ance, looked the other way, and didn’t
report the company to regulators. Their
complicity also is reprehensible.

Motorcoach industry leaders have
been beefing about this issue for years.
And while FMCSA officials have pub-
licly acknowledged the problem, they
have been incredibly slow to act. 

They can count their lucky stars
Auto-Bus avoided a tragic crash while
it was operating without insurance.
With their handling of Auto-Bus, they
proved the old adage about it being
better to be lucky than good. 

UMA adds ‘LiveChat’ quick communication to Web site
ALEXANDRIA, Va. — The

United Motorcoach Association
has added a valuable new feature
to its Web site, called LiveChat,
allowing users to communicate
directly and almost instantly with
UMA staff members.

The quick access is provided
via a “pretty face” icon that has
been inserted on the left side of the
splash page of the UMA Web site,
www.uma.org.  

Clicking on the icon brings up

an “Online Support” page with
three categories of questions that
UMA staff members are prepared
to handle. The categories are
Membership, Legislative & Regu-
latory, and General Information.

The next steps are simple:
Checkmark one of the categories,
type in your name, ask a question,
and click on the Start Chat button.

Instantly, computer screens in
UMA offices will start flashing,
indicating a question is being

asked online. The appropriate
UMA staff member will respond
and the chat will be initiated. 

The service is for those folks
who don’t want to pick up a tele-
phone, or who want to ask ques-
tions at odd hours. If a question
rolls in while no one is in the
office or at a computer terminal, it
will be responded to when the staff
is available. 

“The live chat function is
always on when we are in the

office,” said UMA membership
and marketing assistant Amy
Stalknecht. “If no one is here, a
message can be left in one of the
three categories to be answered
when we return.”

The service operates live on
weekdays from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
eastern time.

“This is just another way
UMA can better serve the indus-
try,” said UMA President & CEO
Victor Parra.
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conventional highway financing
schemes. 

In recent months, reports issued
by the Bush Administration and
private think tanks have indicated
that the Highway Trust Fund — the
federal account where fuel taxes
and other fees are deposited and
from which highway funds are
drawn — could be in serious peril
by the end of the current highway
bill in 2009, perhaps even start run-
ning a deficit. 

While experts disagree on
when the fund will start gushing
red ink, they all agree on the cause
of the problem: More fuel-efficient
vehicles have reduced the fund’s
expected revenues. A fuel tax
increase or other more drastic
changes in the way roads are
financed — such as more tolling or
implementing so-called use taxes
— will be needed to make-up the
expected shortfall. 

Earlier this month, advocates of
the status quo, including those in
the bus industry, got a new reason
to stay up nights fretting about
future highway funding. 

Bills were introduced in the
U.S. Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives that would strip the
Federal Highway Administration of

its authority over the Interstate sys-
tem and give it to individual state
departments of transportation. 

Senate Bill 2512, by Sen. Jim
DeMint, R-S.C., and House Reso-
lution 2284, by Rep. Jeff Flake,
R-Ariz., titled the Transportation
Empowerment Act, would make
each state responsible for funding
its own highways and mass transit
projects, and allow them to deter-
mine their own transportation pri-
orities, eliminating the all-know-
ing federal bureaucrats from the
equation. 

In other words, each state
would be responsible for generat-
ing the funds to maintain the high-
ways within its borders. The bill
would encourage states to privatize
highways, and weaken the authori-
ty of the federal government to set
standards for the Interstate system. 

“The national interstate high-
way system was completed years
ago, and it’s time for us to empow-
er states to make their own trans-
portation decisions,” said Sen.
DeMint. “The highway funding

process has lost its focus, with the
majority of dollars going to ear-
marks for state and local projects
that serve no national purpose.

“States send their road funds to
Washington, and then have to fight
tooth and nail to get a portion of
those dollars back. Clearly, states
better understand their residents’
needs than bureaucrats and politi-
cians in Washington and states
should make these decisions,”
DeMint added. 

Specifically, the Flake and De-
Mint bills would turn over control
of nearly all highway programs to
individual states in the form of
block grants, starting in 2010 when
the current highway program
expires.

After a multi-year transition
period, the bill reduces the federal
gas tax from 18.3 cents to 3.7 cents
in 2013 “to fund only the limited
number of programs that serve a
clear national purpose,” said De-
Mint. 

In return, states could adjust
their fuel tax rates and keep nearly

all of the revenue they collect
instead of funneling it through
Washington. The legislation also
proposes alternative ways to finance
roads and gives states the power to
partner with other states to under-
take major multi-state projects. 

The bill will pit states like
Arizona and South Carolina, which
get back less federal highway
money than they send to Wash-
ington, against those states that
have a lot of highway miles but not
a lot of people to pay for them, and
northeastern states that benefit
from the current federal highway
funding formula.

Both Arizona and South Caro-
lina, the homes states of Flake and
DeMint, receive substantially less
in federal highway funds than they
contribute. In the case of North
Carolina, for example, that state re-
ceives 90.5 percent of its fuel taxes
back in transportation funding.

“I’m hearing donee states com-
plain about the federal (highway
funding) program in a way I never
have before, so it’s even possible

you’d get some of those to take a
look at this, too,” said one bus
industry lobbyist.

Still, the DeMint-Flake legisla-
tion seems like an incredible long
shot given the powerful forces that
will be arrayed against it. In fact,
some industry groups have already
begun efforts to rally their mem-
bers against the legislation and pre-
liminary legislative alerts have gone
out in the motorcoach industry. 

“So, does it have some legs?”
asked one bus industry lobbyist
rhetorically. “I think so, but it is
still radical. The problem will
always be that the committees of
jurisdiction that would have to
enact something like this are so
vested in the federal program
because that’s the biggest program
they manage in their committees,
so you’d have to have members
willing to be giving away some of
their power and authority to make
this happen, which is always a
tough climb,” said the lobbyist.

“Federal programs are like
sacred cows and it’s hard to slaugh-
ter them.

“All that being said, these kinds
of ideas will perhaps get their most
serious look this go around and the
commission looking at financing
alternatives will also take a good
look at it also, so it’s something to
watch,” said the lobbyist.

Highway funding
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

I-40 project in Knoxville to disrupt traffic for years 
KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — The

Tennessee Department of Trans-
portation is warning travelers of
major traffic disruptions along
Interstate 40 in the Knoxville area
for the next several years.

The major construction and
rebuilding project is being called
SmartFIX40 and uses an acceler-
ated construction process that
calls for having the interstate
closed at a specific location for

around-the-clock work.
Then, in May 2008, I-40 will

be closed to through traffic for
about a year. 

For updates and other informa-
tion, go to www.tdot.state.tn.us/.
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Promotions, staff moves made by ABA
WASHINGTON — The Amer-

ican Bus Association has promoted
three top staff members to senior
vice presidents, and announced a
handful of personnel changes.

The new senior vice presi-
dents are:

• Lynn Brewer, formerly vice
president, meetings and education

• Linda Bauer Darr, formerly
vice president, policy and external
affairs

• Clyde Hart Jr., formerly
vice president government affairs

Eric Braendel, who left the
ABA two years to join a CPA
firm, has rejoined the association
as chief financial officer. Kenneth
Musiime, controller, has left the
association.

Brandon Buchanan has been
promoted to manager of special
projects and assistant to ABA
President and CEO Peter Pantuso.

Roderick Lewis, formerly re-
gional advertising manager at
ABA’s Destinations magazine,
has been named manager, market-
ing, membership and partnership
development. Chrystal Farmer,
former membership marketing
manager, has left the association.

Daniel Hoff has been hired as
a coordinator of the ABA Founda-
tion and a policy analyst. He
replaces Michael Florio, who has
left the association. 

Earlier, ABA announced the
selection of new board members,
including the election of two tour
operators to the board. Last fall,
the ABA board voted to create a
category for tour operators. 

New to the ABA board are:
John Croswell of Croswell Lines
in Williamsburg, Ohio; Alan
Glickman of Starr Tours in Tren-
ton, N.J.; Jim Deibel of Hanover

Holiday Tours in Hanover, Ont.;
Tom JeBran of Trans-Bridge
Lines in Bethlehem, Pa.; Jennifer
Hopkins-George of Palladin Tour
and Travel in Linwood, N.J., and
Frank Montgomery III of Capital
Trailways in Montgomery, Ala.
Deibel and Hopkins-George are
the new tour operator members. 

Re-elected to three-year terms
were: Bill Brannan, Ronald Eyre,
Thorm Forseth, Jack Haugsland,
Stuart Kendrick, Gordon Mackay,
TJ Morgan, Charlie Neal, Peter
Picknelly, Patrick Scully and
Francis Tedesco.

In addition, Steve Haddad,
president of Bieber Tours in Kutz-
town, Pa., was elected to the board
for a one-year term as chairman of
the ABA Marketplace.

Those leaving the ABA board
are: James JeBran, John Kemp
and Curtis Riggs.

Trailways System elects four board members
FAIRFAX, Va. — Four new

members have been elected to the
board of Trailways Transportation
System. The elections came at the
70th annual Trailways conference
last month in Scottsdale, Ariz.

The new directors are: Gaetan
Bolduc, president and CEO of
Prevost Car; Frank Montgomery,
president of Capital and Colonial

Trailways, with operations in
Huntsville, Mobile and Montgom-
ery, Ala., and Richland, Miss.;
Aerial Fullington Weisman, presi-
dent and CEO of Fullington
Trailways in Clearfield, Pa., and
Jerry Williams, president and
founder of Lone Star Trailways in
Tyler, Texas.

The four were elected to three-

year terms.
Sitting board members Scott

Henry and Tim Hancock were re-
elected to three-year terms.

Three board members com-
pleted two consecutive terms and
left the board: Donald Ferrone of
Prairie Trailways; Patrick Conner
of Sierra Trailways, and Godfrey
LeBron of Paradise Trailways. 

Museum sets annual ‘fling’
HERSHEY, Pa. — The

Museum of Bus Transportation will
conduct the first of its two annual
events on the first Saturday in June.

The yearly Spring Fling will
take place at the museum’s bus
storage facility in nearby Myers-
town, Pa., from 9 a.m. to day’s end
June 3.

The many buses not currently
on display in the museum will be
taken out of storage, washed and
lined up outside with enough room
for camera buffs to take pictures.

As usual, other buses are
expected to be driven to the event. 

The interior of the old airplane
hanger — that’s used for bus stor-
age — will be cleaned and room
provided for those who wish to set
up bus memorabilia flea-market
tables. Last year, 22 tables offered
bus-related materials.

There is no admission for the
event. A hot lunch will be avail-
able with proceeds benefiting the
museum. A bus ride to the muse-
um and return to Myerstown will
take place in the early afternoon.

For information or to register
tables for the flea market, call Tom
Collins at (717) 566-7100, ext. 119.

APRIL 2006

22-27 Commercial Vehicle
Safety Alliance Annual Meeting,
Hartford, Conn. Info: (202) 775-
1623, or go to www.cvsa.org.

30-May 3 American Public
Transportation Association Bus
and Paratransit Conference,
Orange County, Calif. Info: Go to
www.apta.com.

MAY 2006

4-7 New England Bus Asso-
ciation Annual Meeting,

Hyatt Regency, Newport, R.I.
Info: Go to
www.newenglandbus.org.

JUNE 2006

3-6 Georgia Motorcoach
Operators Association Annual
Meeting and Marketplace,
Pigeon Forge, Tenn. Info: Go to
www.gamotorcoachoperators.org. 

20-22 FedFleet 2006,
Los Angeles Convention Center,
Los Angeles. Info: Go to
www.fedfleet.org.

Calendar



Supplying the Transportation Industry with
Used, Serviceable & Rebuildable Bus Parts

for Over 25 Years!

VOLUME DISCOUNTS • PRIDE IN PERFORMANCE
DEEP DISCOUNTS!

on all Detroit Diesel & Allison
Transmissions

SAVE MONEY ~ SAVE TIME
We sell good running qualified bus components.

NO RISK PURCHASE PLAN
We unconditionally guarantee our customers satisfaction.

973 589-9265 • Toll Free 800-526-8055
FAX 973-589-2253 • P.O. BOX 5157 • NEWARK, NJ 07105

www.nimcobus.com

WE ALSO STOCK
• Front and Rear Axle Parts • Engine Accessories
• Alternators and other Electrical Components
• Air Conditioning Components • Body Parts

We Buy & Sell Buses. . . Call for a Quote

www.coachcrafters.com
Serving the nation from facilities in Florida and Minnesota.

TAKING CARE OF PRIVATE AND PUBLIC FLEETS SINCE 1985

jhagel@coachcrafters.com800-334-2871

COLLISION REPAIR • RETROFIT • REMANUFACTURING

Lifts
Seating
Drive Trains

AC
Electric

Sales & Lease

Lifts
Seating
Drive Trains

AC
Electric

Sales & Lease

Minnesota
450 Armstrong Road
Northfield, MN 55057

Florida
27612 Cty Rd 561
Tavares, FL 32778

From our tailor-made customer

approaches to the design and 

engineering of our vehicles, we work
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AKRON, Ohio — A new tire
from Goodyear called the DuraSeal
that seals punctures so drivers can
keep on driving has caught the eye
of the motorcoach industry.

But the tire maker says it isn’t
ready to transfer the award-winning
technology it uses on some truck
tires to buses.

“Our engineers are looking into
it, but as of right now we do not
have any plans to make DuraSeals
available for motorcoaches or
buses,” said company spokesman
Dave Wilkins.

He said the DuraSeal tires were
a big hit in January at Motorcoach
Expo 2006 in Tampa where Good-
year had them on display, along
with a device that allowed visitors
to puncture one of the tires with a
nail to see how it sealed itself.

“The response to the tire by
Expo attendees was overwhelm-
ing,” said Wilkins.

The tires also were mentioned
for possible use on motorcoaches
during a presentation by Goodyear
at an ABC Companies workshop in

Winter Garden, Fla., last month.
One reason Goodyear may be

slow in introducing the tire to the
bus industry is because of concerns
expressed by law enforcement offi-
cials. Police and state troopers
worry they might not be able to use
their Stop Sticks to slow or stop a
hijacked bus if the coach is using
Duraseal tires. 

Stop Sticks are the world’s lead-

ing tire-deflation devices. They are
used extensively by law enforce-
ment agencies throughout the
world to end high-speed pursuits.
They are specifically designed to
deflate tires, not cause a blowout.

One Goodyear executive said
the issue is being examined by both
the company and law enforcement. 

The new technology, an-
nounced by Goodyear last year,

uses a gel-like compound built into
the inner liner of the tire that
instantly and permanently seals
punctures up to one-fourth inch in
the tread area. Air pressure from
the tire pushes the compound into
the hole once the area is breached.

Steve McClellan, vice president
of commercial tire systems, said
the DuraSeal technology, which
won two national trucking awards

last year, offers a far superior seal-
ing efficiency than aftermarket liq-
uid sealants.

“The tire casing maintains its
sealing capability even after it is
retreaded,” he said. “The technolo-
gy is a long-term solution for an
age-old problem, while aftermarket
sealants are temporary fixes.”

A test tire that was punctured
120 times lost only one-half pound
of pressure, according to Thomas
H. Eaton, an operations manager at
Goodyear. 

He said the company has ini-
tially concentrated on the waste-
haul industry where trucks get fre-
quent flats while driving in land-
fills and alleys. “The DuraSeals
have virtually eliminated their
flats,” he added. 

More sizes of the tires now are
being introduced for the logging,
forestry, construction and service
industries.

Goodyear officials said they
did not know if or when DuraSeals
might be introduced to the motor-
coach industry. 

Bus & Motorcoach NEWS INDUSTRY NEWS April 15, 2006 11

Puncture-proof tires: Will bus industry ever see ’em?

Advanced cruise control is planned
LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Bendix

and Knorr-Bremse are working
with Robert Bosch GmbH to devel-
op driver-assistance systems for
commercial vehicles, including
adaptive cruise control.

Bosch is providing components
and expertise for its radar technolo-
gy to Bendix and Knorr-Bremse,
which will adapt and develop the
technology for use in commercial
vehicles.

Adaptive cruise control identi-
fies vehicles on the road ahead,
computes their speed and alerts the

driver of the cruse control-
equipped vehicle when he or she
approaches too close. 

Bosch’s adaptive cruise control
has been used in passenger vehicles
since 2000.

However, Bendix and Knorr-
Bremse plan to take it a step further
and market an active collision miti-
gation system for commercial vehi-
cles. The system would tie into the
Bendix ABS system and would
provide emergency braking when
an accident is imminent.

Bendix officials say the system

will be able to apply the correct
braking pressure while de-throt-
tling the engine to help reduce the
impact of a collision. The system is
expected to be available next year.

“Adaptive cruise control and
forward collision warning and mit-
igation are ideal active safety sys-
tem technologies to complement
our leading stability system tech-
nology,” said Kevin Romanchok,
director, electronics at Bendix.
“They represent an important evo-
lutionary step beyond the current
passive warning systems.”
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• Frame Repair
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Long, hot summer: Diesel fuel price may again top $3
Retail diesel fuel and gasoline

prices may climb above $3 a gal-
lon this summer during the peak
driving season, industry analysts
say.

With crude oil prices nearly
$10 a barrel higher than a year
ago, analysts said formulation
changes for gasoline and diesel
could lead to the fourth straight

summer of record prices.
The U.S. Department of Ener-

gy has said that formulation
changes to both diesel fuel and
gasoline have the potential to
cause regional supply disruptions,
with periods of increased price
volatility.

New regulations to phase in
ultra-low-sulfur diesel by October

will be a challenge because a sin-
gle pipeline frequently carries
gasoline, diesel, home-heating oil
and jet fuel in succession.

That creates the potential for
sulfur from fuels such as home-
heating oil to contaminate the
ultra-low-sulfur fuel as it makes its
way through the pipeline.

At the same time, Valero

Energy Corp., the largest U.S.
refiner, estimates that removing
the additive MTBE from gasoline
this year will reduce supplies by
about 145,000 barrels a day, or
about 1.5 percent.

Gasoline reached a record
$3.069 a gallon last Sept. 5, fol-
lowing Hurricane Katrina, while
diesel hit a record $3.157 on Oct.

24, following Hurricane Rita. 
The rising gasoline prices of

recent weeks have encouraged
refiners to buy more light sweet
crude oil, driving up the price of
the benchmark oil grade. The
record high price for crude is
$70.85 a barrel set Aug. 30, fol-
lowing Hurricane Katrina making
landfall

Cruising Altitude.

You are now free to move
about nonsequentially.

ZF Sales and Service North America, LLC
Commercial Vehicle and Special Driveline Technology
Vernon Hills, IL  
847.478.6868
onhwyinfo@zf.com

Climb to new heights with the 
ZF-AS Tronic automatic transmission.

Through the superiority of nonsequential
shifting, drivers can now effortlessly
maintain speed on hilly terrain. A power-
shift transmission takes time to shift up
and down in steps, but the ZF-AS Tronic
automatically shifts directly to the 
correct gear ratio, retaining uphill mom-
entum and engine power more efficiently.

Smooth and quiet, lightweight and highly
fuel-efficient, this completely integrated
bus transmission has been enhanced 
to offer even less routine maintenance
and more ratios than the original. High-
torque capacity has been increased to
2050 ft-lbs. and both 10-speed and 
12-speed models are now available. 

Turbulence-free shifting. Only with a 
ZF-AS Tronic transmission. 
Only from ZF.

Driveline and Chassis Technology

www.zf.com/na
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enforcement officials have been
urged to stop Auto-Bus vehicles if
they are on the road, Grossman said.

After initially losing federal
authority to operate its buses about
two-and-one-half years ago, Auto-
Bus was fined in August 2004 for
ignoring the order and operating
trips to other states.

The Pennsylvania Utility Com-
mission also has levied fines total-
ing $8,000 against the company on
four separate occasions, PUC
spokeswoman Cyndi Page said.
The state regulatory agency re-
voked the company certificate to
operate two years ago because it
did not have insurance.

Page said Auto-Bus, which is
registered as Central Florida Coach
Lines and Orange Blossom Coach,
paid the fines last month but is pro-
hibited from running in-state trips.

“They have no (state) authority
and would have to come back in
and reapply,” she told a Pennsyl-
vania newspaper. “They can’t offer
intrastate trips and on the federal
side, can’t offer interstate trips,
either.”

Auto-Bus, which operates regu-
lar runs to New York City and At-
lantic City, has been using buses
from Martz Trailways and other
companies to fulfill obligations to
customers.

Martz sales manager Ted Patton
told a Pennsylvania newspaper that
Deets’ company had been using
Martz coaches for about two weeks
and has vehicles booked for at least
two more weeks.

Deets acknowledged in an
interview with a reporter that his
fleet is without insurance but said
it’s a temporary situation. He said
he was unaware of action taken by
the federal or state regulators.

“We’re negotiating with three
different companies for the best
price,” Deets said. “We have the
authority to operate but we don’t
have the proper insurance.”

Deets also operates North East
Transfer Inc., a trucking company;
Rinehimer Bus Lines, and The
Stagecoach Inn. He founded the
trucking company in 1947.

Auto-Bus
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1



LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Al-
though 2007 is still eight months
away, Caterpillar has gone on the
offensive, touting its ACERT
engine technology as the best solu-
tion for the ’07 diesel-engine emis-
sions standards.

Company executives even say
that “a day of reckoning” is coming
for engines that depend heavily on
exhaust gas recirculation systems
to help reduce emissions. 

Jim McReynolds, general man-
ager, Caterpillar Power Systems
North America, said “there’s a huge
storm cloud over EGR engines,”
adding Cat’s own testing has
proven increased EGR use will
result in soot build-up that will

deteriorate fuel economy and short-
en engine life.

McReynolds’ remarks, made at
a trucking show here, have been
challenged by executives from
other engine makers, including
Detroit Diesel. (See story that
begins on page one). 

Caterpillar is continuing to rely
on its ACERT technology for 2007,
but it will add a new process called
clean gas induction to help it meet
the new standards. It also will use a
diesel particulate filter, much like
other manufacturers.

Clean gas induction (CGI)
involves drawing off a small
amount of noncombustible gas
after it passes through the particu-

late filter. The gas is cooled, blend-
ed with incoming cool, clean air
and returned to the combustion
chamber, explained Greg Gauger,
director of Caterpillar On-Highway
Power Systems.

If that sounds a lot like EGR
that’s because, in essence, it is,
admitted Gauger.

“Is CGI actually EGR? The
answer is yes. It’s simply not dirty
EGR,” he maintained.

Caterpillar executives insist that
EGR systems that use unfiltered
exhaust will result in substantial
soot accumulation in the engines,
which will impact fuel economy
and engine life expectancy.

“Rather than re-introducing

dirty, sooty exhaust back into the
system, CGI uses more cool, clean
air to reduce combustion tempera-
tures and achieve the necessary
reduction in NOx and particulate
matter,” Gauger said. 

He added that CGI will allow
Caterpillar engines to maintain cur-
rent fuel economy levels. Service
intervals also will remain the same
as today, Gauger noted.

In terms of the particulate filter,
Caterpillar’s system will differ
from those of competitors by utiliz-
ing a regeneration process that’s
similar to a gas-fired furnace. To
ensure regeneration can occur
under any condition, Caterpillar
developed its Cat Regeneration

System (CRS), which introduces
fuel into a closed combustion
chamber rather than the filter itself.
Officials say the system uses the
precise amount of fuel required to
heat and oxidize the soot.

Cat’s 2007 C13 engine, which it
markets to the motorcoach and
over-the-road bus industry, will
provide “higher torque, better
response, improved driveability,
automatic transmission compatibil-
ity and higher compression brak-
ing,” according to Gauger. “This
allows Caterpillar to offer a version
of the C13 that exceeds current
vocational customer requirements
while still meeting emissions regu-
lations at a competitive price.”
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modified for next year and is con-
tinuing to undergo stringent testing
that will make it ready for full pro-
duction by January when heavy-
duty diesel engines must meet
tough new federal emission stan-
dards.

Timothy Tindall, director of the
Series 60 2007 program, said test-
ing of the engine is the most exten-
sive he has seen in 33 years with
the company. 

The program, which has been
going on for more than two years
and which will involve 14 million
test miles, includes test-cell dyna-
mometers, durability testing, vehi-
cle reliability testing and customer
demonstration programs. Test vehi-

cles have been driven in winter
weather in Oregon, summer weath-
er in Arizona and below freezing
temperatures in Canada.

Additionally, in the next several
weeks, 10 trucks and coaches pow-
ered by the new engine will be
placed on the road by some select
customers for real-world testing.

“We are not sure how they’re
going to be using them yet, but they
will be undergoing extensive test-
ing by our customers,” noted
Richard Shearing, manager for
heavy-duty on-highway application
engineering.

Among the biggest modifica-
tions made to the Series 60 engines
was the exhaust after-treatment
system that replaces the muffler
assembly and reduces the amount
of particulate emissions released

into the air. A diesel oxidation cata-
lyst and diesel particulate filter
combine to oxidize the soot that
builds up during normal engine
operation.

The system, developed to meet
the 2007 federal government’s new
emission standards, will require
some extra maintenance – the filter
will need to be removed and
cleaned about every 200,000 miles
— and will add anywhere from
$7,000 to $10,000 to the price of a
new coach.

In addition to the emission
reduction equipment, the Series 60
has a new piston design that will
reduce oil consumption by as much
as 40 percent, an improved tur-
bocharger that automatically ad-
justs its boost across the operating
range, a new fuel injection system

that improves engine performance
and an upgraded electronic engine
management system — DDEC VI
— with a more powerful micro-
processor, increased memory and
enhanced diagnostics. 

Some changes also have been
made specifically for motorcoach
use, including positioning of the oil
fill and oil dipstick for ease of

maintenance, special air condition-
ing bracketry and new cold pipe
routing.

Along with the modifications
and improvements, the Series 60
will continue to use the EGR, or
exhaust gas recirculation, technolo-
gy to help it reduce emissions.
EGR, which Detroit Diesel has
been using since 2000, works by
circulating cooled exhaust gas back
into the engine air intake, which
lowers the combustion temperature
and reduces the formation of nitro-
gen oxides or NOx. 

Reinhardt brushed aside recent
criticism of the EGR technology by
competitor Caterpillar. Cat claimed
that the EGR system used by
Detroit Diesel and other engine
makers creates too much soot
buildup, which will reduce engine
life and fuel economy.

“They’ve chosen a different
technology,” Reinhardt said. “We
are very convinced that our tech-
nology works and we are one of
many manufacturers who have cho-
sen this route.”

He said he’s confident Detroit
Diesel engines can turn one million
miles, the same amount of miles
that Caterpillar said its engines can
run using its ACERT technology.

Detroit Diesel has built more
than 40,000 Series 60 engines with
the EGR technology and by 2007 it
expects to have about 300,000
Detroit Diesel and Mercedes-
Benze engines operating in North
American with it.

“We will demonstrate again
that our engines are million-mile
engines,” Reinhardt added. 

Carsten Reinhardt Timothy Tindall

Detroit Diesel
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

RESTROOM COMPLAINTS?
YOU’RE NOT USING …

CALL US TODAY TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN ENTIRELY ELIMINATE 
SUMMER RESTROOM COMPLAINTS AND SAVE UP TO 50% OR MORE.

UNIT CHEMICAL CORP    (800) 879-8648   www.unitchemical.com



WASHINGTON — The open-
ing of RFK Stadium to tour bus
parking in Washington is expected
to help put an end to years of mis-
ery for hundreds of motorcoach
operators. (See April 1 Bus &
Motorcoach News.)

However, like most things in
Washington, there are rules and
nuances for using the stadium lots
that have been designated for
coach parking between now and
the middle of October. The lots are
open daily from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

On most days, tour buses using
the stadium parking must go to
Lot 8. On days when the profes-
sional sports teams that play at
RFK Stadium have day games, bus
parking will switch to stadium Lot
6. (See list below.)

Because the lots are on oppo-
site sides of the stadium, direc-
tions to them are very different.
Here are instructions and direc-
tions for using Lot 8, which is on
the south side of the stadium:

• To enter Lot 8, motorcoaches will
use the SE/SW (Eisenhower) Expressway

Eastbound.
• Follow signs to RFK Lot 8, which

will take you underneath Barney Circle at
the east end of the expressway.

• On days when there is a night
game at the stadium, access to Lot 8 for
motorcoaches will not be possible after 4
p.m. Night games typically begin at 7.

• Motorcoaches already in Lot 8 on
game days will be encouraged to depart
the lot as soon after 4 p.m. as practical.

• Motorcoaches exit Lot 8 on the
same road used for entry and take the
expressway westbound to reach down-
town sites.

• Exiting Lot 8 will be via the East
Capitol Street Bridge, south on I-295, east
on Howard Road, north on South Capitol
Street, and west onto the SE/SW
(Eisenhower) Expressway – to downtown
destinations.

• This I-295 return route to down-
town Washington is exactly the same as
the exit route used from Lot 6, which is
described in greater detail below.

Lot 6, which is on the north
side of RFK Stadium, must be
used by tour buses on the days
when there is an afternoon game.
Here are directions and instruc-
tions for that lot:

• Motorcoaches will be required to
enter and exit Lot 6 using Benning Road,
NE, which is easily accessible from I-295.

• For access to Lot 6 from down-
town, motorcoaches will use the SE/SW
(Eisenhower) Expressway eastbound.

• Follow signs to RFK Lot 6.
• At the east end of the expressway,

do not take the underpass to go under-
neath Barney Circle.

• Instead, take the right lane exit (to
Pennsylvania Avenue), up the exit ramp to
the light just before the bridge.

• Turn right onto Pennsylvania
Avenue SE, and drive one-quarter mile —
across the Anacostia River.

• As you cross the bridge and
approach the first traffic light, move into
the left lane.

• Turn left at this light and go north

on I-295 for two miles.
• En route, after you pass the East

Capitol Street exit, move into the left lane.
• Take the Benning Road exit (to the

left).
• On the exit ramp, watch for cross-

ing traffic from the left and merging traf-
fic from the right.

• As soon as you are on Benning
Road, NE, be sure to obey the 30 mph
speed limit, especially as you pass by the
photo radar camera, and move into the
left lane.

• Take Benning Road (west) for one
mile.

• Turn left into RFK parking at Lot 6.
Motorcoaches will be required

to return to downtown Washington
as follows:

• Exit Lot 6 through the same gate
used for entry onto Benning Road, NE.

• Turn right (east) onto Benning
Road, NE (go one mile).

• Turn right (south) onto I-295 (go
three miles).

• Enroute, do not take the East Cap-
itol Street exit.

• Take Exit 3B, the “Howard Road/
Downtown” Exit, to the right (to merge
onto South Capitol Street).

• Turn right onto Howard Road at the
light at the end of the exit ramp.

• Take Howard Road one-quarter
mile to merge onto South Capitol Street.

• Take the South Capitol Street
Bridge across the Anacostia River.

• Continue northbound on South
Capitol Street or west on the SE/SW
(Eisenhower) Expressway into downtown.
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(1) 1999 MCI 102EL3 –
54 pax, Series 60, B-
500R, 250,000 miles,

one owner, factory
updates, VCR w/6 monitors, 6 disc CD w/ wireless mic.

Overhead blowers, shades, enclosed racks, beem central vac w/
inverter (not installed), fabric on sidewalls, rear bulkhead, under

racks, kneeling, flush lav. New white paint. $175,000.00
845-658-3960 ask for Gary

Arrow Bus Line, Inc. • Tillson, NY

FOR SALE

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Directions, instructions for RFK Stadium bus parking

Events to alter bus parking
Here is the schedule when tour

bus parking at RFK will only be
available in Lot 6:

Apr 26 – Wednesday
May 7 – Sunday
May 21 – Sunday
May 25 – Thursday
May 27 – Saturday
May 28 – Sunday
Jun 10 – Saturday
Jun 11 – Sunday
Jun 15 – Thursday
Jun 17 – Saturday
Jun 18 – Sunday
Jul 2 – Sunday
Jul 4 – Tuesday

Jul 6 – Thursday
Jul 9 – Sunday
Jul 22 – Saturday
Jul 23 – Sunday
Jul 27 – Thursday
Aug 13 – Sunday
Aug 17 – Thursday
Aug 19 – Saturday (DC United)
Sep 3 – Sunday
Sep 4 – Monday
Sep 17 – Sunday
Oct 1 – Sunday
Oct 15 – Sunday (DC United)
For more information and

maps, go to www.ddot.dc.gov or
www.dcsec.com. 



The SMART Choice

PPrreevvoosstt XX33--4455 PPrreevvoosstt HH--SSeerriieess

With the longest wheelbase in the touring coach market, the
Prevost X3-45 gives passengers the smoothest ride and
features the largest underfloor surface area (ft2) in the industry.
The Prevost X3-45 also provides easy access to virtually any pick-up
or drop-off site thanks to its low overall height.

The tallest high-deckers in the industry, Prevost H-Series coaches
give passengers and drivers an outstanding panoramic view and
provide the greatest luggage capacity (ft3) of all seated coaches.
The Prevost H-Series premium touring coaches stand a cut above
with style and technology.

Featuring removable
and interchangeable wheelchair lift

(in less than 30 minutes).

w w w . p r e v o s t c a r . c o m For sales inquiries : 877-773-8678

Superior Amenities — Outstanding Reliability and Performance


