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ALBANY, N.Y. — The Bus 
Association of New York has pro-
posed a half-dozen enhancements 
to a planned overhaul of New York 
State DOT’s performance-based 
bus safety program.

In February, the Passenger Car-
rier Safety Bureau of the New York 
State Department of Transportation 
proposed revamping its compre-
hensive safety inspection program 
for motorcoaches.

The proposal was issued in the 
wake of state legislation adopted last 
year that “allows the department to 
improve this program and thereby 
enhance bus safety and compliance 

by focusing attention where it is 
most needed, and by incentivizing 
good performance by operators.”

That view of the proposal is 
doubtless not shared by many in the 
industry. They contend the pro-
posed changes continue to focus 
way too much attention on vehicle 
inspections and far too little on the 
factors that are the overwhelming 
cause of bus crashes.    

These include such highway en-
forcement issues as following too 
close, improper lane change, turning 
and passing, failure to obey traffic 
signs/devices, speeding (more than 
10 mph above the speed limit), and 

inadequate surveillance and inatten-
tion by drivers.

“They’re still focused on vehi-
cle, vehicle, vehicle,” said one New 
York operator.

BANY, on the other hand, took 
a middle-ground approach in its re-
sponse to the proposed inspection 
program changes.

“BANY generally supports the 
NYSDOT efforts to improve the 
program through a more systematic 
approach to applying scarce re-
sources towards passenger carriers 
that may have maintenance compli-
ance issues; however, we respect-
fully submit the following to further 

enhance the effectiveness of the 
proposed program,” the association 
said in a three-page document sent 
to the department late last month. 

Here’s what BANY would like 
to see changed or upgraded:

Consistency of inspections. 
BANY noted that the inspection fail 
rate between various NYSDOT re-
gions can vary by a huge margin.

 “It seems improbable that com-
mercial passenger carrier vehicles 
in Region 8 (lower Hudson Valley) 
have a 50 percent higher fail rate 
than carriers in Region 10 (Nassau 
and Suffolk counties),” BANY 

BILLINGS, Mont. — The feder-
al shutdown late last month of Rim-
rock Trailways/Rimrock Stages for a 
long list of safety violations left the 
entire state of Montana and parts of 
North Dakota without intercity pas-
senger bus service.

The abrupt closure of Rimrock 
by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration resulted in passen-
gers being stranded at bus stations 
across the state.

Such Montana cities as Billings, 
Missoula, Great Falls, Helena, Butte, 
Kalispell and Billings were without 
connecting intercity services, and 
North Dakota cities like Dickinson, 
Bismarck and Fargo also were 
impacted.

Bus travelers who would ordinar-
ily travel across Montana to get from 
Spokane, Wash., to Minneapolis 
faced detours of more than 600 miles, 
having to travel south to Salt Lake 
City or Denver. The service interrup-
tion impacted a number of bus com-
panies in neighboring states that con-
nected with Rimrock.

A week after the shutdown the 
first stopgap services began, with re-
gional carriers like Jefferson Lines 
initiating limited runs.

The order shutting down Rim-
rock was issued after the FMCSA 
completed a Compliance Review of 
the company and found it was a mess.

Of eight buses that were avail-
able to be checked during the 
Compliance Review, federal in-
spectors discovered 79 violations, 
including 33 violations that indi-
vidually required the vehicles to be 
placed out of service.

At the time of the shutdown, 
Rimrock operated a fleet of 13 
 motorcoaches, ranging from 1996 
through 2005 models, and two 
2011-model cutaways. 

The FMCSA investigation 
deter mined Rimrock did not have 
adequate safety management prac-

Noncompliant coaches operating across U.S.
HOUSTON — Owners and 

managers of U.S.-based motor-
coach companies are routinely 
traveling to Mexico, buying Mexi-
can-built buses that don’t conform 
to Federal Motor Vehicle Safety 
Standards, and operating them 
with impunity on U.S. highways.

The practice is largely being 
ignored by two federal safety 
agencies, one of which admits it’s 
more interested in the safe opera-
tion of the illegal buses than 
whether they meet the letter of the 
law regarding their compliance 
with federal safety standards.

The owner of one Houston-

based motorcoach company, who’s 
familiar with the practice, told Bus 
& Motorcoach News that U.S.-
based operators are buying the 
Mexican-made buses because they 
cost considerably less than U.S.- 
or European-made coaches that 
are FMVSS-compliant.

Saving tens of thousands of dol-
lars on the purchase price of coach-
es, plus the reduced financing costs, 
would, of course, allow operators to 
undercut their competitors.

Industry sources say one Mex-
ico-based manufacturer, American 
Coach de Mexico, is marketing its 
coaches to U.S.-based, Hispanic-

owned companies, and its buses 
have been spotted in Texas.

Other Mexican-built, non-
conforming brands believed to be 
operated by U.S.-based coach 
companies on southern and south-
western highways, and as far north 
as Illinois, include Irizar, Volvo, 
Dina, and Mercedes. 

The violators are rarely caught 
— unless one of their buses is in-
volved in a major accident.

A Texas-based coach operator 
whose bus crashed near Victoria, 
Texas, killing one passenger and 
injuring 46 others in 2008, pro-
vides a blueprint for how that 

company and others are able to 
skirt the rules.

According to National Trans-
portation Safety Board officials 
who investigated the crash, the ac-
cident vehicle was a 2005 Volvo 
purchased in Mexico and not cer-
tified to meet the FMVSS because 
it was not manufactured for sale in 
the United States.

The NTSB’s investigation de-
termined through company docu-
ments that the coach was pur-
chased  new in  Mexico  for 
$211,809, although comparative 
new motorcoaches for sale in the 
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FTA rulings slap transits for school service
WASHINGTON   — The Fed-

eral Transit Administration has or-
dered public transit agencies in 
two Midwestern states to stop op-
erating exclusive school bus ser-
vice that violates FTA School Bus 
Operations regulations. 

The separate rulings against 
Yankton Transit in South Dakota 
and the Bay Area Transit Authori-
ty (BATA) in Michigan likely will 
benefit private carriers nationwide 
because they highlight key provi-
sions of the regulations that pro-
hibit public transit agencies from 

competing unfairly with private 
school bus operators, says Jim 
Seal, a California-based bus in-
dustry consultant and a leading 
authority on FTA charter and 
school bus rules. 

“(Private operators have) got 
ready, contemporary decisions to 
show transit agencies how they’re 
supposed to conduct themselves,” 
said Seal, who worked with the Na-
tional School Transportation Asso-
ciation to develop the complaints 
that resulted in the FTA rulings. 

“The message the rulings send 

out — if this is publicized broadly 
enough in the transit industry — is 
that you can’t skirt the regula-
tions,” Seal said. 

In the South Dakota case, an 
FTA administrator wrote that the 
agency is concerned about Yank-
ton Transit’s “excess accumulation 
of buses and drivers,” which en-
abled it to perform the exclusive 
school bus service.

Yankton Transit, which is a 
sub-recipient of FTA funds, and 
received some $261,000 in federal 
and state monies in 2009, was no-

tif ied that federal law prohibits 
FTA recipients from using FTA-
funded equipment and facilities 
for exclusive school services.

The ruling further stated: “Con-
gress intended 49 C.F.R. Part 605 
to prevent transit agencies receiv-
ing federal funds from competing 
with private school bus operators.”

“What they’ve been able to do 
is amass excess vehicles…to be 
able to make the case to school 
districts that we can provide this 
bus service for you,” said Seal. 
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PORTLAND, Ore. — Motor-
coach operators in Oregon having 
exemplary compliance and safety 
records are now eligible for recog-
nition by the state’s Trusted Carrier 
Partner Program.

The recognition includes spe-
cial red license plates that exempt 
coaches from some random safety 
inspections.

Previously open only to truck-

ers, the program enrolled its first 
passenger carrier, Northwest Navi-
gator Luxury Coaches of Portland, 
this past fall.

It has since recognized Blue 
Star Charters and Tours, also based 
in Portland.

Joe Gillis, CEO of NW Navi-
gator, says the Trusted Carrier 
Partner license plates send a posi-
tive message to both safety inspec-

tors and the traveling public.
“It has heightened awareness. 

It means getting through (inspec-
tion sites) faster. This says we’re a 
step ahead of everybody else and 
we’re doing things the right way,” 
Gillis said.

“To be able to show people, if 
they’re worried about safety, how 
do I make a good decision, this is a 
good first sign for them.”

The Oregon Department of 
Transportation began the trusted-
carrier program in 1998 to recog-
nize the best motor carriers partic-
ipating in the Oregon Green Light 
weigh stat ion pre-clearance 
program. 

While passenger carriers are 
not required to join the Green 
Light Program, they are subject to 
periodic vehicle inspections by the 

department.
The pro-

gram is open 
only to Ore-
g o n - b a s e d 
c o m p a n i e s 
that have been 
operating in 
the state for at least a year, and 
must have an exemplary record of 

WASHINGTON — The Feder-
al Transit Administration has issued 
a cease-and-desist order to the At-
lantic City Jitney Association, or-
dering the familiar shuttle opera-
tion to halt all charter services and 
the advertising of such services.

The order, issued by Dorval 
Carter, chief counsel of the FTA, 
stemmed from a complaint filed 
by Five Mile Beach Electric Rail-
way Co. of North Cape May, N.J.

Five Mile Beach Electric offers 
a variety of bus and shuttle servic-
es, including charters, convention 
transportation, local resort transit, 
trolley tours and casino runs. 

It operates under such names 
as Great American Trolley Co., 
Cable Car Concepts, Atlantic City 
Trolley Tours and Five Mile Beach 

Electric.
The Five Mile Beach Electric 

complaint accused Atlantic City 
Jitney Association of violating 
terms of a federal grant used to 
buy many of its shuttle buses by 
providing charter services, includ-
ing private transportation to wed-
dings, parties and sporting events.

“Based upon the FTA’s investi-
gation of Five Mile’s complaint, 
the FTA concludes that all (Atlan-
tic City Jitney Association)-cov-
ered parties, through their activi-
t ies  and adver t is ing,  are in 
violation of the FTA’s charter-ser-
vice regulations when they use 
federally funded vehicles for char-
ter service,” the FTA order said.

Jitney Association President 
Tom Woodruff said that despite the 

decision, the jitneys would contin-
ue to operate as usual and the asso-
ciation planned to appeal the order.

“It really doesn’t mean any-
thing,” Woodruff told a local news-
paper. “This is coming from the 
owner of Five Mile, who thinks the 
whole Jitney Association was pur-
chased through a grant, and he’s 
wrong.

“The regulations might apply 
to the grant buses. It certainly 
doesn’t apply to the 90 buses we 
purchased.”

The order says that two federal 
grants issued through the New Jer-
sey Transit Corp. in 2009 and 2011 
allowed the Jitney Association to 
purchase shuttles buses. The grants 
came from federal economic stim-
ulus money. 

By accepting the money, the 
association agreed to comply with 
federal regulations restricting how 
the jitneys have operated for de-
cades. The regulations forbid re-
cipients of federal financial assis-
tance from competing with private 
charter services except in unusual 
situations.

In one letter Adelizzi wrote in 
support of the File Mile Beach 
Electric filing, he said the underly-
ing reason for the complaint was 
that Atlantic City Jitney Associa-
tion had received “millions in fed-
eral taxpayer money” to buy vehi-
cles that put the association in the 
“enviable position of being able to 
offer lower prices on charters than 

FTA orders jitney association to halt charters

‘Trusted-carrier’ program extended to bus operators
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Joe Gillis

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — The 
April 1 issue included a reminder 
about 2013 music licensing renewals.

To clarify, the ASCAP and 
BMI licenses only apply to music 
played on coaches, or the music 
included in a video presentation.

A video presentation (i.e., a 
movie) on a coach requires sepa-
rate licensing, such as that pro-
vided by Motorcoach Movies.

In other words, if you or your 
customers are playing movies on 
your coach’s video system, you 
need both a music license AND a 
movie license.

UMA members can receive a 
discount on movie licensing 
through Motorcoach Movies. For 
information, contact Terri Colyer 
at Motorcoach Movies at (888) 
416-2572.

Clarification
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COLUMBUS, Ohio — A $7.6 
billion state transportation budget, 
that includes higher speed limits 
on many state roadways, is headed 
to the governor’s desk here.

The Ohio House approved the 
two-year budget by a 62-27 vote 

one day after the Senate voted 
27-6.

The plan, which got some 
Democratic support, includes a 
new 70-mph speed limit on rural 
freeways and 60 mph on some 
two-lane highways. 

It also directs that 90 percent 
of Gov. John Kasich’s $1.5 billion 
in new Ohio Turnpike bonds be 
spent on road projects north of 
State Rt. 30, which means the 
northern third of Ohio.

Rep. Ross McGregor, R-
Springfield, said that while the 
budget is a move in the right di-
rection, “it is not the silver bullet 
that’s going to cure all of our 
needs. In no way, shape or form is 
this the end-all, be-all of transpor-
tation funding.”

McGregor, the bill’s lead spon-
sor, said it will create jobs and 
allow the state to address critical, 
immediate infrastructure needs. 
“But we have to have the discus-
sion about how we’re going to pay 
— in an ongoing manner — for the 
infrastructure needs of the state.”

The budget bill includes the 
creation of a joint legislative tax 
force to examine the funding 
needs of the Department of Trans-
portation. A Senate-added provi-
sion requires the task force to 
study eliminating the state gas tax.

Key Senate, House leaders focus on funding for highways
WASHINGTON — The most 

challenging transportation issue 
now on the congressional docket 
is assuring solvency of the High-
way Trust Fund.

That’s the opinion of Sen. Bar-
bara Boxer, D-Calif., who as 
chairman of the Senate Environ-
ment and Public Works Commit-
tee, was one of the principal archi-
tects of the MAP-21 highway law 
Congress passed last year.

In remarks made here last 
month, Boxer asked members of 
the Association of American High-
way and Transportation Officials 
for help in finding new sources of 
revenue for ground transportation. 

“We’re at the moment of truth 

now. We have to find a source of 
funding,” she said.

She said that although the cur-
rent fuel tax mechanism cannot 
keep up with the need for reinvest-
ment in the long run, the concept 
of users paying for the roads must 
be preserved.

“Once we give up the idea of a 
fee-based system then we are in 
trouble.”

The current highway program 
expires at the end of September 
2014, and the trust fund has just 
enough money to get through until 
then.

The non-partisan Congressio-
nal Budget Office estimates the 
fund can meet its obligations 

through fiscal 2014.
For the current highway law, 

Congress had to add extra money 
from a variety of sources, includ-
ing an $18.8 billion transfer from 
the general fund, to make the pro-
gram whole.

After September 2014, outlays 
will need to come down or re-
ceipts into the fund will need to go 
up, or a combination of both, say 
CBO officials.

Boxer and Rep. Bill Shuster, 
R-Pa., chairman of the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee, have begun high-level 
discussions on a new bill.

“We are at a tipping point,” 
Shuster told the AASHTO mem-

Ohio boosts highway speeds, 
sets transportation spending

Illinois road projects kicked off
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. — Gov. 

Pat Quinn kicked off the spring 
construction season late last 
month, announcing $486 million 
in road and bridge projects that 
will soon be under way.

Most of the building will be 
funded through the state’s $31 bil-
lion public works program, which 
began in 2009 after lawmakers le-
galized video gambling and raised 
liquor taxes and driver’s fees to 
pay for the multiyear plan.

Because video gambling didn’t 
launch until September, Quinn 

had expressed concerns the con-
struction program would run low 
on money and some projects 
might have to be delayed.

But the governor said that was 
resolved when lawmakers sent 
him a bill in January allowing for 
$1.5 billion more in spending for 
construction and to prevent layoffs 
in the state’s cash-strapped child 
welfare agency.

Among the larger projects 
being touted by Quinn is the $34 
million rebuilding of the Stony Is-
land feeder ramp to the Bishop 

Ford Freeway (Interstate 94).
The Bishop Ford Freeway, for-

merly known as the Calumet Ex-
pressway, is a portion of I-94, 
south of downtown Chicago.

It runs from Interstate 57 south 
to the intersection with Interstate 
80.

The interchange, which is used 
by up to 64,000 vehicles each day, 
will undergo repairs that include 
reconstruction and removal of 
seven bridges, as well as resur-
faced pavement and new signs and 
lighting.
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bers. “We need to figure out how 
to fund at necessary levels.”

Shuster said part of his chal-
lenge is to educate the most con-
servative House Republicans on 
the need for federal participation 
in transportation.

Some House members hold 
that federal highway activities 
should be devolved to the states 
but Shuster believes otherwise.

“The Articles of Confederation 
didn’t work,” he said, referring to 
the f irst governing agreement 
among the 13 founding states of 
what became the United States.

One reason the Articles were 
replaced by the Constitution was 
that it became apparent that the 
country needed a stronger federal 
government to ensure regional 
transportation, Shuster said.

“The federal government has 
always and needs to continue to 

play a role in creating and main-
taining the transportation system,” 
he said.

Meanwhile, the Senate re-
stored transportation funding that 
was cut by the House in its pro-
posed continuing resolution to 
fund the federal government 
through September.

The Senate amendment to the 
continuing resolution would 
maintain the funding levels dic-
tated by MAP-21.

The House cut $117 million in 
transport funding from the MAP-
21 authorization and $555 million 
in funding for such highway safe-
ty programs as state grants to curb 
drunk and distracted driving.

Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., chair-
man of the House Budget Com-
mittee, has proposed a fiscal 2014 
budget that would end funding for 
high-speed rail, among other cuts.
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During the past two years, 34 
states have adopted laws that allow 
their motor vehicle departments to 
waive the CDL skills test for qual-
ified military veterans, the Obama 
Administration says in a report.

Nine more states, plus the Dis-
trict of Columbia, are considering 
legislation to do the same thing.

And under a new federal law, 
states may issue commercial li-
censes to military personnel who 
live in another state.

The trucking industry and 
others are pushing many of the 
initiatives in a bid to help relieve 
the shortage of drivers in the 
truckload industry.

According to the White House 
report, The Fast Track to Civilian 
Employment, there are more than 
22,000 active duty drivers in the 
military, and nearly 10,000 be-
came civilians last year.

Military service can instill 
skills that are desirable for com-
mercial vehicle drivers, discipline 
not the least of them, but clearly 
not all of those driving specialists 
are interested in civilian life 

 driving careers.
And the hands-on driving 

skills that service members learn 
do not necessarily transfer directly 
to civilian commercial vehicle 
driving.

The military, for example, does 
not train to Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration regulations.

Nor are military drivers exposed 
to commercial-style equipment. 

Still, the federal-state effort to 
ease the path between military and 
civilian commercial driving is 
seen as useful by most observers.

The skills test waiver, for ex-
ample, makes it possible for a safe 
military driver who meets several 
conditions to skip the CDL driving 
test.

Besides a proven safety record 
in the military equivalent of a civil-

ian commercial vehicle, the driver 
cannot have held more than one li-
cense in the preceding two years, 
cannot have had his or her license 
suspended, and cannot have a con-
viction for a CDL offense.

Also seen as useful is allowing 
states to exempt military person-
nel from restrictions on issuing a 
CDL to someone whose legal resi-
dence is in another state.

Procedures for this exemption 
vary from state to state, but the 
overall effect is to make CDLs 
more accessible to military driv-
ers, the White House report said.

UPS jumps on bandwagon
ATLANTA — UPS Inc. said it 

has committed to hire more than 
25,000 veterans over the next five 
years.
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. — The 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Ad-
ministration is “just about ready” 
to propose regulatory guidance 
that would urge medical examin-
ers to require that some obese 
commercial vehicle drivers be 
screened for obstructive sleep 
apnea before being allowed to 
drive, an agency official says.

Under the proposed guidance, 
which will not have the force of a 
regulation or law, FMCSA will 
probably ask that medical examin-
ers who perform biennial physical 
exams on commercial drivers refer 
drivers with a body mass index 
above 35 to be tested for sleep 
apnea, Elaine Papp, chief of the 
agency’s medical office, said at a 
trucking event here.

“I thought it would have been 
published by now but it hasn’t,” 
Papp said. “I’m pretty sure it’s 
going to be published relatively 
soon.”

If a driver is found to have 
sleep apnea, FMCSA’s guidance 
would recommend that he or she 
receive a medical certif ication 
that’s conditional on obstructive 
sleep apnea treatment, Papp said.

After the guidance proposal is 
published, FMCSA will gather 
comments from the public before 
making it final. At a later point, 
the agency likely will propose a 
regulation to make the sleep apnea 
testing and treatment mandatory 
for obese commercial drivers.

Federal guidance
getting close for
apnea screening

States ease CDL restrictions for members of military 
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A 15% hotel tax
ALEXANDRIA, Va. — Trav-

elers and vacationers are being 
nickeled and dimed at every turn 
by taxes imposed by states and cit-
ies, reports the Global Business 
Travel Association.

Visitors to Fort Lauderdale 
and Honolulu, for example, typi-
cally spend about $22 a day on 
extra taxes on hotels, meals and 
rental cars.

But that’s far less than if they 
go to Chicago, where state and 
local hospitality taxes total more 
than $40 a day, according to a re-
port from the association, which 
represents corporate travel manag-
ers and travel service providers.

Staying in Las Vegas and 
Washington, D.C., is cheaper than 
Chicago’s combined 16 percent 
tax on a hotel room and 20 percent 
tax on a car rental, the associa-
tion’s data show. 

Travel is big business for 
states.

Florida visitors, for instance, 
spent nearly $67 billion in 2010, 
the latest information available, 
and generated nearly $10 billion 
for federal, state and local govern-
ments, according to new state-by-

state figures from the U.S. Travel 
Association. 

Taxing travelers and tourists 
can be a dicey dilemma, though.

State and local politicians 
would rather avoid raising taxes on 
locals who can boot them out of 
off ice, but they also know that 
tourists can still “vote with their 
feet” and go where taxes are lower, 
says Erica Michel of the National 
Conference of State Legislatures.  

In the early 1990s, convention 
planners and others boycotted 
New York City when its taxes on 
hotel rooms exceeded 21 percent. 
Today the rate is 14.75 percent. 

Lodging taxes uneven
Visitors to several Florida cit-

ies pay among the lowest travel 
taxes, including Fort Lauderdale, 
Fort Myers and West Palm Beach. 

California taxes a lot of things, 
but surprisingly not lodgers. The 
state joins Alaska as the only two 
states that lack specific state lodg-
ing taxes and do not impose state 
sales tax on lodging.

California does allow cities to 
add their own lodging tax for hotel 
stays, but exempts lodging from 
the state sales tax. Visitors to Los 
Angeles, for example, see a 15.50 

percent tax on their bill because of 
local taxes. 

Alaska, which doesn’t have a 
state sales tax, also allows cities to 
add their own lodging taxes. So 
visitors to Denali will see a 7 per-
cent tax, while those going to An-
chorage are charged 12 percent 
when they check out, according to 
a 2013 report from the American 
Hotel & Lodging Educational 
Foundation, which conducts re-
search on behalf of the U.S. hotels 
industry.

Five states ban cities from at-
taching an additional local tax on 
accommodations on top of the 
sales tax. State laws in Connecti-
cut, Delaware, Hawaii, Maine and 
New Hampshire block these extra 
local taxes, according to the 
 National Conference of State 
Legislatures.

Nevada doesn’t impose a state 
tax on lodging, but it requires in-
corporated cities to levy at least a 
1 percent local tax on lodging. In 
Las Vegas it’s 2 percent.

Some states levy a specif ic 
state lodging tax in lieu of the state 
sales tax, such as Alabama; others 
apply the state sales tax for lodg-
ing, and some states do both, ap-
plying both a state sales tax and a 

state lodging tax, like Idaho and 
Rhode Island, the NCSL said. 

High-priced leader
Connecticut has the highest 

state lodging tax at 15 percent, fol-
lowed by Hawaii at 9.25 percent.

However, since neither of these 
states allows cities to impose ad-
ditional local taxes, extra charges 
on the typical hotel stay in those 
two states actually costs less than 
other states that allow localities to 
levy their own taxes. 

In most cities, the state sales 
tax applies to meals, but here, too, 
localities can add an additional 
tax.

Visitors to Washington, D.C., 
for example, will pay the 5 percent 
sales tax on their restaurant meals, 
but also an additional 4 percent 
meal tax, adding $9.12 to a typical 
day of meals while traveling.  

A single day of meals while 
staying in Minneapolis carry the 
heftiest extra taxes, adding nearly 
$10 to the average $91.22 the 
 association figures a typical busi-
ness traveler spends on meals in 
one day.

Using the money
The travel industry frequently 

complains that these extra fees 
often fund special projects and 
programs that have nothing to do 
with travel or renting a car.

Among the extra taxes in Chi-
cago is a 2 percent tax to help pay 
for the Chicago White Sox stadi-
um, while New Orleans visitors 
typically pay $4 a day on their 
hotel bill to help pay off the Super-
dome debt.

The taxes appear to be more 
palatable if the money is targeted 
to boosting travel. When Connect-
icut increased the state room occu-
pancy tax in 2011 to 15 percent 
from 12 percent, the state went 
from having just one dollar devot-
ed to tourism to $15 million after 
diverting much of that increase to 
tourism issues. 

That total dropped last year to 
$9.2 million when some of the 
tourism tax money went to bal-
ance the state budget, according to 
Ginny Kozlowski executive direc-
tor of the Connecticut Lodging 
Association in North Haven. 

Hawaii is currently debating 
increasing its state lodging tax by 
2 percent to 11.25 percent, a move 
the Hawaii Tourism Authority has 
estimated would cost each tourist 
an extra $50 per visit.

States continue to impose hefty taxes on visitors
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FTA ruling
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

LONG BEACH — A Chinese 
company has been picked to build 
million-dollar-plus buses for Long 
Beach Transit.

The Long Beach Transit board 
voted to award a $12.1 million con-
tract to purchase 10 all-electric 
buses and charging equipment 
from BYD Motors Inc., a U.S. sub-
sidiary of BYD Co. Ltd., a Chinese 
firm.

The contract, funded mainly by 
the federal government’s Transit 
Investment for Greenhouse Gas 

and Energy Reduction program, is 
one of the largest federal grants 
ever awarded for the deployment of 
electric buses, and “sets the stage 
nationally for the next step in bus 
technology,” transit officials said.

BYD beat out five companies 
with bids ranging from $9.35 mil-
lion to $12.09 million, including 
Greenville, S.C.-based Proterra, 
which has been critical of BYD.

The transit board chose BYD’s 
40-foot aluminum electric bus de-
sign, which would have larger bat-

tery packs that would charge over-
night and run up to 155 miles.

The BYD buses would be 
placed in service next year on a 
route that makes stops at the Queen 
Mary, the Aquarium of the Pacific, 
the Long Beach Convention and 
Entertainment Center and various 
other points.

The proposal has been criti-
cized by Proterra and others who 
are upset that Long Beach Transit 
would select BYD over an Ameri-
can company.

Proterra also accused BYD of 
providing misleading information 
about its bus sales and capabilities. 
BYD executives dismissed Proter-
ra’s accusations as “sour grapes” 
for losing the bid.

In previous meetings with the 
transit board, BYD spoke of its 
commitment to Long Beach and 
added that the company is in the 
process of securing two buildings 
in Lancaster, Calif., that would 
support the building of electric 
buses.

Your tax dollars and the $1 million Chinese buses
“And, with a wink and a nod, 

let the parents know (the service) 
is only for the kids, so they don’t 
have to worry about any adults en-
tering into the buses.”

Seal said the Yankton issue 
came to light three years ago when 
a private school in the area can-
celled a contract for bus service, 
and it was discovered that Yankton 
Transit was providing an exclusive 
daily service to students at the 
school but had not notified private 
operators — as required by law — 
to determine whether the private 
companies could provide the 
service.

Photo evidence
The NSTA filed a complaint in 

February 2011, and provided a 
photo of a non-student passenger 
being denied entry to a Yankton 
Transit bus. It also submitted pho-
tos of a Yankton Transit bus parked 
in front of a school and a transit 
bus unloading students at another 
school.

In its response, the transit agen-
cy conceded that its services in-
cluded school bus transportation 
in town to more than 200 students 
per year.

However, the agency argued 
that it was not in violation of the 
regulation because its vehicles 
were not Type I or II school buses 
covered under the regulation; 
Yankton is not in an urban area, 
and the school bus service is not 
exclusive because Yankton Transit 
facilitates non-student riders on 
other vehicles, only offers pre-
scheduled rides, and does not op-
erate set routes. 

Many buses, lotza drivers
According to Yankton Transit, 

“(I)f a non-student were to sched-
ule a ride during times when stu-

dents were riding, we simply 
schedule them on a different vehi-
cle.…We currently choose not to 
mix school children with general 
public for scheduling and routing 
reasons. We have the vehicles and 
drivers to be able to do this.”

The NSTA countered in its re-
buttal: “The two critical features 
that allow Yankton to monopolize 
all local school transportation ser-
vice in its territory are excess 
‘buses’ and the necessary ‘drivers’ 
to operate those additional vehi-
cles. By its own admission, Yank-
ton has managed over the years to 
leverage federal and state funds to 
procure enough ‘buses’ and hire 
additional ‘drivers’ to provide both 
‘demand responsive rural transit 
service’ and exclusive school bus 
service to meet the peaks of these 
demands simultaneously.…” 

Arguments rejected
The FTA rejected Yankton’s ar-

guments and ordered the transit 
agency to cease operating its 
school route and devise a plan to 
accommodate service through the 
end of the school year.

It also ordered Yankton Transit 
to work with the FTA regional of-
fice to make sure it is in compli-
ance with all federal rules.

Significantly, it also drew a dis-

tinction between “exclusive school 
bus service,” meaning a service 
“primarily designed to accommo-
date students and school person-
nel, and only incidentally to serve 
the non-student general public,” 
and “tripper service,” a regularly 
scheduled service open to the 
public. 

“Buses used in tripper service 
must be clearly marked as open to 
the public and may not carry desig-
nations such as ‘school bus’ or 
‘school special.’ These buses may 
stop only at a grantee or operator’s 
regular service stops. All routes 
traveled by tripper buses must be 
within a grantee’s or operator’s reg-
ular route service as indicated in 
their published route schedules,” 
according to the regulations.

The ruling pointed out that the 
prohibition against using FTA-
funded vehicles for exclusive 
school bus service does not apply 
to tripper service. But Yankton did 
not contend that it was providing 
tripper service, it stated.

In the Michigan case, however, 
the transit agency argued that its 
school bus service, known as the 
Sutton’s Bay Flex Routes, was in 
fact a lawfully permitted open-
door tripper service.

To bolster its argument, BATA 
submitted evidence that included 

three letters from members of the 
public attesting that they were able 
to ride the buses.

In its rebuttal, the NSTA con-
tended that BATA’s Flex Routes are 
not legitimate tripper services be-
cause they operate without marked 
bus stops or route maps; use a one-
way direction during mornings and 
afternoons that correspond to the 
school schedule, and are discontin-
ued during the summer “only to re-
sume again in September” at the 
start of a new school year. 

Further, the NSTA stated, the 
Flex Routes’ buses are repainted 
former school buses and lack the 
electronic signage of normal tran-
sit buses.

Private eye nails ‘em 
Strikingly, the NSTA also pro-

vided a letter from a private investi-
gator who stated that he rode a Flex 
Route bus and was reported to the 
local sheriff ’s department by a 
school district employee who iden-
tified him as a suspicious person.

Open to the public? Definitely 
not. 

In ruling against BATA, the 
FTA wrote last month: “Moreover, 
in the same letter, (the private in-
vestigator) states that he had con-
versed with the driver, who stated 
that (the investigator) was the first 

adult person to ride on this particu-
lar Flex Route alone. These events 
demonstrate that (the school dis-
trict) and other members of the 
public do not view Flex Route ser-
vices as open to the public, but 
rather, as school bus operations.”

It concluded that BATA’s three 
letters, taken together with other 
facts, “demonstrate only that the 
Flex Routes only incidentally serve 
the nonstudent general public” and 
that “a reasonable person would 
conclude that the Flex Route bus 
services are primarily designed to 
accommodate students.” 

The FTA ordered BATA to stop 
operating its school service and to 
report back within three months.

“It’s a victory in so far as we 
get the message out,” Seal said. “If 
it gets out, the transit agencies will 
see the disincentive of trying to 
skirt the rules, and provide this 
service, and it becomes a catch-
me-if-you-can situation. We dare 
you to prove that we’re providing 
school bus service. 

“It assists the private operators. 
When the transit agency does it in 
the proper way, it’s to the benefit 
of all parties. When you’re not 
using federal, state and local tax-
payer dollars to put private enter-
prise out of business. That’s the 
bottom line here.”
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By Dave Millhouser

Hindsight being 20/20, we 
should have cancelled the trip.

The Scenicruiser’s clutch was 
already slipping as we climbed 
Colorado’s Monarch Pass, heading 
towards the 12,000-foot summit 
with a load of skiers. 

There was a blizzard, but heck, 
these were SKIERS.

Halfway up the mountain, with 
its 7 percent grades, the clutch 
pooped out, and the chubby driver 
was forced to wriggle under the bus 
with a three-quarters-inch wrench. 

The little porker (yup…it was 
me) cranked the clutch f ingers 
tight and we “rode steel” up to the 
ski lodge.

When we arrived, the facility 
manager pointed out the obvious 
— it was BLIZZARDING out 
there, and they were closing, so we 
turned around and headed back 
down the road. 

About halfway down, an ava-
lanche closed the highway, and 
just for good measure, a second 
one blocked the road above us.

And so it came to pass (a moun-
tain pun) that a fully loaded coach, 
including standees, spent a misera-

ble night on the side of U.S. 50.
When is “discretion the better 

part of valor?” And how do we ex-
plain our decision to a client?

Sometimes the choice is sim-
ple. Like this past winter when the 
governor of Massachusetts shut 
down roads throughout the state 
during a blizzard. Or, if your desti-
nation was struck by a meteor (as 
happened in Russia a few weeks 
ago), it’s pretty easy to justify a 
no-go decision.

When weather or other factors 
beyond our control intervene, how 
do we balance risk and reward in 
deciding whether to start or con-
tinue a trip?

These days weather forecasting 
is reasonably reliable.

On the other hand, we’ve all 
seen supermarkets stripped of milk 
and bread by a public panicked by 
an exuberant weather person or 
government official (who may be 
covering their behinds just in case 
it really does get bad). 

On the other hand, if the 
worst-case scenario comes to 
pass, can your coach, driver and 
group handle it?

One factor to consider is the 
importance of the trip.

If it’s the Harvard Astronomy 
Faculty heading out to view Halley’s 
Comet — the reward is a bit higher 
than a group venturing to a down-
town dinner. Dinner is served night-
ly, Halley’s once every 75 years. 

Some events are worth a bit 
more risk than others. Airplane 
and event tickets may be non-re-
fundable, which can be a factor in 
the decision.

Are alternative routes avail-
able? Longer, but safer? Will your 
driver run out of hours doing so?

Regulations allow for two extra 
hours in an emergency, but not if it 
was reasonably predictable. Are 
there resources (like relief drivers) 
along the way? If your driver does 
log the emergency hours, make 
sure he or she documents the 
circumstances.

Is your equipment up to the 
task? A southern operator’s coach 
on a northern tour may not be 
ready for a late-spring snowstorm. 

Is the assigned driver versatile 
and experienced enough to deal 
with the changing conditions? Is 
she or he capable of handling the 
added stress of driving in bad con-
ditions, regardless of logging rules?

Does the driver know how to 

put on tire chains? Has that person 
driven in a blizzard/hurricane/me-
teor shower before? Is the driver 
adept at performing emergency re-
pairs? Or, taking the initiative? 

If the bus is already at the desti-
nation, and the return is in question, 
is remaining in place safer than 
heading home? If there is shelter 
available, it may make sense to 
“stay put” rather than risk an ugly 
drive just to avoid homesickness. 

The group is almost always 
going to want to go, but if they 
pressure you (or your driver) into 
hitting the road, anything bad that 
happens will be 100 percent on 
you — not them.

You probably knew all this, but 
hopefully some of it will be useful 
in talking to clients.

It’s also worthwhile to have an in-
formal process in mind before you’re 
forced to make a quick decision.

Since hardly anyone reads my 
whole column, it seems reasonably 
safe to tell this story as we near its 
end.

One fall, years ago, I was 
scheduled to drive a charter rout-
ed over Tennessee Pass, another 
high-mountain pass in the Colo-
rado Rockies, and I was both 

scared and exhausted.
Hours-of-service rules weren’t 

the issue, but I had been working 
nights in the garage and sleeping 
poorly. Tennessee Pass is freakish-
ly nasty, and an early snowstorm 
was approaching. 

I called in sick, and fortunately 
a rested (and presumably braver) 
driver was available, so the trip 
went off without a hitch.

Years later, part of me still con-
siders bailing out on the trip a fail-
ure, but another part knows that, 
on that day, the responsible thing 
for me to do was to beg off.

So, if you actually read this far, 
please don’t tell the guys I wimped 
out.

Dave Millhouser is a bus  industry 
marketing consultant and freelance 
writer. Contact him by email at: 
Davemillhouser@gmail.com.

When weather intrudes, service decisions get cloudy

Dave Millhouser

You Purchase “State of the Art” Buses…
Why not Demand a “State of the Art” A/C Compressor?

Demand a BITZER Compressor from Your Systems Provider

                       Some of the Many Features:

- Highest Reliability
- Lightest and most Compact Design in the World
- Highest Speed Range of any Transit Compressor in the World
- German Designed, American Built

BITZER U.S., Inc.
To learn more, visit www.bitzerus.com

Phone: 770-503-9226
Email: sales@bitzerus.com / mlish@bitzerus.com
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noted. “These differences must be 
addressed by the department in its 
new policies.”

Out-of-state operators. “A con-
siderable number of passenger carri-
ers have principal operations in New 
York state; yet domicile their com-
pany in other states for various busi-
ness reasons (insurance, taxes, vehi-
cle registration, etc.),” said BANY.

“In many instances, these pas-
senger carrier vehicles are not sub-
jected to routine state inspections 
and often too few highway or desti-
nation inspections.…Any modifica-
tion to the current policy should cor-
rect this omission.” 

Utilizing the FMCSA Safety 
Measurement System in perfor-
mance determinations. “BANY 
strongly believes NYSDOT should 
incorporate Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration’s Safety Man-
agement Systems in (its) prioritiza-
tion scheme, with a high priority for 
carriers that attain alert status in ve-
hicle maintenance.

“Additionally, any passenger car-
rier assigned a U.S. Department of 
Transportation rating of “Condition-
al” or ‘Unsatisfactory’ should auto-
matically have a NYSDOT revised 
classification of ‘Unacceptable.’” 

Commercial Vehicle Safety Al-
liance inspection conformity.  
Again, as it has in the past, BANY 

noted that the NYSDOT inspection 
program is out of step with that of 47 
other states. 

In typical New York fashion, 
NYSDOT contends its program is 
superior.

BANY points out, however, that 
the NYSDOT’s continued focus on 
vehicle inspections ignores the ad-
vent of the FMCSA and the CVSA, 
and the changes in safety enforce-
ment that have evolved from new 
research.

“The recent FMCSA Bus Crash 
Causation Study revealed driver fac-
tors as the overwhelming cause of 
bus crashes. In the FMCSA study, 
only one vehicle with defects was 
found to have contributed to an acci-
dent,” BANY noted. 

“The (crash causation) study 
stressed the need to focus more re-
sources on drivers and to focus only 
those inspection resources critical to 
the safe operation of the bus.” 

BANY recommended that NYS-
DOT fully adopt CVSA North 
American Out-of-Service Inspec-
tion Criteria; increase destination 
inspections that afford not only in-
spection of the bus, but also drivers 
(CVSA Level 1), and reconcile its 
inspection processes with FMCSA 
so inspections may be uploaded to 
the Safety Management System to 
develop a more comprehensive view 
of passenger carriers requiring inter-
vention and increased oversight. 

New entrants. Additional atten-

tion should be paid to start-up opera-
tors, including a refined definition 
of new entrants. 

“BANY believes it is imperative 
for safe operations and the future 
success of new entrants for NYS-
DOT to establish expectations of a 
high compliance ratio and the op-
po r tun i ty  t o  ‘ ea r n ’ r educed 
oversight.”

BANY applauded NYSDOT for 
its efforts to improve its program 
“through a more systematic ap-
proach that focuses scarce resources 
on passenger carriers that require 
additional scrutiny.” 

At the same time, the association 
said it was confident its recommen-
dations would further improve the 
effectiveness of the program. 

Currently, NYSDOT conducts 
more than 150,000 semi-annual mo-
torcoach, school bus, ambulette and 
large passenger van and limousine 
safety inspections annually. 

For at least 30 years, most of 
these inspections have been per-
formed on operators that have rela-
tively low out-of-service rates. These 
so-called high performers (with 
OOS rates at or below 10 percent) 
have received the same level of at-
tention as the poor performers 
whose vehicles are consistently pre-
sented for inspection without ad-
dressing serious safety component 
defects. 

• 81 percent of current inspec-
tions are performed on operators 

whose vehicles meet state require-
ments at least 90 percent of the time. 

• 17 percent of current inspec-
tions are performed on operators 
whose vehicles meet state require-
ments more than 75 percent of the 
time but less than 90 percent. 

• 2 percent of current inspections 
are performed on operators whose 
vehicles meet state requirements 75 
percent of the time or less. 

Under its proposed overhaul, 
NYSDOT wants to focus more at-
tention on the poor performers and 
“incentivize” (its word) the good 
performers. 

The NYSDOT approach would 
modify the traditional semi-annual 
inspection process by separating op-
erators into three categories based 
on their annual compliance with 
state safety requirements.

Inspection efforts and associated 
intervention/enforcement actions 
would be commensurate with the 
operators’ performance, with more 
attention focused on those operators 
with higher vehicle OOS rates or 
other operational deficiencies iden-
tified through Compliance Reviews 
and random inspections.  

However, the proposal would not 
change the semi-annual inspection 
regime because twice-yearly inspec-
tions are required by state law.

Still, the top performers would 
begin receiving only one comprehen-
sive inspection a year and one “criti-
cal item” inspection, which would 

consist of either a walk-around or an 
undercarriage inspection.

Based on their safety record, op-
erators will be placed in one of three 
“performance categories.” They are: 

• Preferred — Operators with an 
OOS rate of less than 10 percent. 

• Acceptable — Operators with 
an OOS rate of more than 10 percent 
but less than 25 percent. 

• Unacceptable — Operators 
with an OOS rate of 25 percent or 
greater. 

NYSDOT said the level of review 
and corrective effort focused on op-
erators “will be proportionate with 
their overall safety and compliance 
performance. Low performance op-
erators will be subject to more fre-
quent inspections and reviews, and 
will face tougher corrective actions 
and penalties.”

The NYSDOT proposal ac-
knowledges “that human factors are 
the cause of almost 90 percent of ac-
cidents.” To address the issue, the 
NYSDOT proposes stepping up its 
focus on “driver fitness” during its 
Compliance Reviews.

Presumably, department inspec-
tors will eyeball more driver-related 
documents during CRs.

Additionally, it will pay more at-
tention to vehicle maintenance and 
inspection records. 

To read the entire NYSDOT pro-
posal, go to https://www.dot.ny.gov/
div is ions /operat ing/osss /bus /
performance.

New York DOT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

https://www.dot.ny.gov/divisions/operating/osss/bus/performance
https://www.dot.ny.gov/divisions/operating/osss/bus/performance
https://www.dot.ny.gov/divisions/operating/osss/bus/performance
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Ontario student trips resume
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Mexican coaches
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Tourism Cares marks anniversary
BOSTON, MASS — Tourism 

Cares, the leading philanthropic 
organization  supported by the 
North American travel, tourism 
and hospitality industry, is cele-
brating the 10th anniversary of its 
volunteer restoration program, 
Tourism Cares for America.

The program, which benefits 
important historic sites that are in 
need of care and rejuvenation, 
began at Ellis Island in June 2003, 
and since then has been conducted 
at more than 20 locations.

The projects have brought to-
gether more than 3,800 travel in-

dustry volunteers who have donat-
ed more than 31,000 hours – valued 
at $600,000.

This year’s program returns to 
New York and will be May 30-31 
at New York City’s famous Coney 
Island, an attraction that was 
wracked by Superstorm Sandy.

The anniversary also will be 
marked May 29 during a dinner at 
which three tourism industry lead-
ers will be inducted into the Tour-
ism Hall of Fame. The dinner will 
be at the Crowne Plaza Times 
Square Hotel in New York City. 

This year’s inductees are Phil-

lip Gordon, chairman of Globus 
Family of Brands of Littleton, 
Colo.; Steve Gorga, president/
CEO of Travel Impressions of 
Farmingdale, N.Y., and Robert 
Sullivan, executive vice president 
and group publisher of Northstar 
Travel Media, parent company of 
Travel Weekly and Business Travel 
News.

To learn more about Tourism 
Cares and its programs, go to 
www.tourismcares.org. To learn 
about the Tourism Hall of Fame, 
go to www.tourismcares.org/
tourism-hall-of-fame.

U.S. that meet the FMVSS typi-
cally sold for about $450,000.

The coach was then driven 
across the border into the U.S., 
where it was operated by Capri-
corn Bus Lines for more than a 
year with registration and license 
plates from Mexico. During that 
time, it was inspected three times, 
and cited once by a Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety officer for 
not having Texas plates. 

To get Texas plates, the bus was 
registered in California through 
the International Registration Plan 

program using an intermediary 
company. At that time, a Califor-
nia registration loophole did not 
require confirmation of FMVSS 
compliance or declaration of im-
port for IRP-registered vehicles.

And, when the owner trans-
ferred the registration to Texas, of-
f icials there didn’t check for 
FMVSS compliance because the 
bus was previously registered in 
California. 

During its investigation, the 
NTSB found more than 20 other 
non-FMVSS-compliant foreign-
manufactured motorcoaches being 
used regularly in the United States 
that were registered the same way.

In its report, the NTSB urged 
the FMCSA to require that passen-
ger carriers certify that all vehicles 
they use met the federal safety stan-
dards when manufactured, and to 
seek the means to revoke the oper-
ating authority of carriers operating 
non-FMVSS-compliant vehicles. 

The FMCSA told the NTSB in 
a letter that it “believes a FMVSS 
certif ication label requirement 
does not ensure the safe operation 
of a commercial motor carrier.” 

Instead, the agency has found 
that “cross listing the operational 
standards in the (Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Regulations) with 
the manufacturing standards in the 

FMVSS is the most effective means 
to ensure motor carriers operate 
safe vehicles, rather than checking 
FMVSS certification labels.” 

That policy hasn’t changed in 
the five years since the Texas acci-
dent, and the FMCSA still doesn’t 
check for the FMVSS-compliance 
labels during its inspections.

Duane DeBruyne, FMCSA 
spokesman, said the agency has 
adopted the federal standards 
“deemed to be critical to safe op-
eration” into the FMCSR and 
checks for compliance to those 
regulations “anytime a bus is in-
spected entering into or traveling 
within the U.S.”

TORONTO — The number of 
bus trips taken by school groups 
dropped dramatically from De-
cember through March because of 
a “protest” by members of the On-
tario elementary school teachers 
union.

The union ended the four-month 
protest late last month, which the 
Ontario Motor Coach Association 
called “very good news.”

“The move clears the way for a 
resumption of extra-curricular ac-
tivities, including school trips,” 
said the association.

“Many coach and tour opera-

tors and suppliers have been badly 
hit by the protest,” the associated 
added.

While the protest off icially 
ended, there were media reports 
quoting teachers saying they will 
still not resume voluntary extra-
curricular activities, having be-
come embittered by their battle 
with the Ontario government.

The government imposed a 
“restraint contract” on the teach-
ers, feeding the bitterness. 

“So, as a note of caution, it’s 
probably fair to say that the re-
sumption of ‘business as normal’ 

with school trips is therefore likely 
to be uneven as more militant 
teachers may continue to refuse to 
do trips, despite the union’s deci-
sion to back down,” the OMCA 
told its members.

The association said that while 
the end of the protest may be seen 
“as the beginning of the end of the 
current crisis,” the issue lingers be-
cause the teachers union can use the 
tactic again should it not get what it 
wants from the government. 

The association plans to push 
for assurances that school trips are 
included in the extracurricular ac-
tivities that will be added to the job 
description of teachers.

http://www.tourismcares.org
http://www.tourismcares.org/tourism-hall-of-fame
http://www.tourismcares.org/tourism-hall-of-fame
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The Industry’s best-selling 
bus is a workhorse.

Whether purchasing for 
mass transit, tour and 
leisure, a retirement 
community, colleges, 
churches or a private 

corporation the 
Aerotech is sure 

to please!

With 80” 
of interior 
headroom and 
over 250 floor 
plans to choose 
from, the Aero 
Elite is ideal 
for long road 
trips. Every bus 
is built to meet 
all applicable 
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards, meaning you can safely transport 
up to 33 passengers.

Family Owned & Operated Since 1972 
361 N. Main St., Miamisburg, Ohio 45342

Phone:  (937) 859-3331
Fax:  (937) 859-7086

www.WhitworthBusSales.com

CHARLESTON, S.C. — The 
Charleston Area Regional Trans-
portation Authority plans to offer 
a “free” shuttle service from 
Charleston International Airport 
in Nor th Charleston,  to the 
Charleston Area Convention Cen-
te r,  nea rby  ho te l s  and  the 
20-month-old, $750 million Boe-
ing plant near the airport.

The $900,000 estimated first-
year operating costs will be paid 
by $300,000 contributions from 
the Charleston County Aviation 
Authority, Charleston County’s 
lodging tax, and a third source not 
yet named. Councilman Vic Rawl 
said the third partner was rumored 

to be Boeing.
Buses for the shuttle will come 

from the transit authority’s feder-
ally subsidized fleet. The service 
is expected to begin in late fall.

The county council approved 
its $300,000 share on a 5-4 vote. 
The money will come from the 
county’s accommodations tax, a 2 
percent tax on hotel rooms and va-
cation rentals.

Elliott Summey, who is the 
council’s vice chairman and a 
member of the board of the 
Charleston Area Regional Trans-
portation Authority, known locally 
as CARTA, said the service is an 
appropriate use of such money be-

cause it will promote tourism, and 
take cars off the road from the 
congested area.

Council members opposed to 
the move said they didn’t think it 
was an appropriate tourism ex-
pense, and they were concerned 
about how the free service would 
impact local taxi drivers, some of 
who make a living largely on fares 
from the airport.

Rubin Nelson, a taxi driver 
serving the airport, addressed 
council during a public comment 
period, saying he was concerned 
about the impact the shuttle would 
have his business.

Nelson said Councilman Sum-

mey had “assured us it won’t im-
pact us, but I think it will.”

To compromise and silence 
critics of the shuttle plan, Summey 
agreed to some caveats, including: 
county funding is contingent on a 
review by staffers to determine if 
it is a tourism-related expense; the 
county will not contribute the 
money if either of the other two 
partners backs out.

One council member said the 
service is “a highly inappropriate 
use of taxpayers’ money,” adding 
that government should not pro-
vide a free service that directly 
competes with small business 
owners, such as taxi operators.

Charleston, S.C., to launch ‘free’ airport shuttle

evaluation of      Chart or      Tour

Call us today at 1-800-448-7001 or 
visit www.rbs2000.com to request an 

go go

go

    Tour: Our browser based tour 
management system designed 
speciically for the motorcoach 
industry. Manages reservations, 
itineraries, receivables, payables, 
produces management reports and 
escort, driver and customer documents escort, driver and customer documents 
for group and retail tours. Real time, fully 
integrated credit card processing is 
available using a secure and reliable 
gateway service. Accessible 
from any computer with internet 
access. Hosted at RBS secure data 
facility. RBS professional staff manages facility. RBS professional staff manages 
server hardware and software and 
performs all updates and daily backups.

New release coming soon! 
Visit www.rbs2000.com for the latest 
news, timeline, features, and more 
related to      Tour version 3.

www.rbs2000.com

go

go

go

    Chart: Features include customer
and contract management, vehicle 
inventory, scheduling and dispatch,
accounts receivables, and numerous
accounting and operations reports.
Additional modules include: Prophesy
Mileage and Routing,      Mileage and Routing,      Mile (IFTA 
reporting). Driver Duty (payroll and time 
management), Email, Advanced 
Accounting and Advance Dispatch 
management and reporting; and more!

Web Manager Module: Provides online 
credit card processing, integrated quote 
requests, online access to Drivers' requests, online access to Drivers' 
schedules and other custom      Chart 
data access via the web.

Data Backup and Recovery: Remote 
services includes daily, scheduled 
backup of RBS data iles over a secure 
connection.

go

Tour Management System
Tourgo

Charter Management System
Chartgo

Charter & Tour Software

RELATIONAL BUS SYSTEMS

a private carrier can.”
The contention by the Jitney 

Association that it is saving its 
users money “ignores the fact that 
al l  communit ies nat ionwide 
through their taxes are paying for 
the vehicles you are using,” Adel-
izzi wrote. 

Woodruff contends that the 
FTA regulations apply only to the 
100 vehicles purchased with the 
grant money. An additional 90 
shuttles in the Jitney Association 
fleet were privately purchased and 

shouldn’t be subject to the regula-
tion, said Woodruff, who said that 
only about 10 vehicles are used for 
charter trips.

Five Mile owner Richard Adel-
izzi, whose company has been pro-
viding transportation in Cape May 
County shore towns for more than 
110 years, said he filed the com-
plaint because the Jitney Associa-
tion shuttles were hurting his busi-
ness and he believes they’re 
operating outside their jurisdiction.

“The Jitney Association is an 
Atlantic City institution. Where 
they’re getting into trouble is they’re 
beginning to operate outside of 

their approved area,” Adelizzi said. 
“It’s been hurting ourselves and 
other carriers in the area.”

The Jitney Association shuttles 
offer several regular routes in At-
lantic City. They also provide 
transportation to and from Atlantic 
City International Airport. 

At the airport, the jitneys wait 
for flights, and reservations are not 
required. However, service from 
Atlantic City to the airport must be 
prearranged and is provided based 
on demand.

The FTA order states that char-
ter service is “demand response 
service” to individuals rather than 

a regularly scheduled route.
The order also notes that federal 

law supercedes any conflicting 
state or local laws. Even so, “there 
is nothing in Atlantic City code…
which authorizes (Atlantic City Jit-
ney Association) and its owner/op-
erators to engage in charter service. 
There is only an emergency provi-
sion for transportation crises.”

The jitneys’ operations have 
been questioned previously. Last 
year, Egg Harbor Township offi-
cials claimed the jitneys were op-
erating without proper township 
licenses, but the issue was later 
dropped.

Atlantic City jitney
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

compliance with registration and 
tax requirements.

Other criteria include: a valid 
USDOT number; no unsatisfacto-
ry safety rating with the state or 
federal regulatory agencies; no 
identification by the Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration 
Safety Measurement System as a 
carrier needing corrective inter-
ventions; no record of safety viola-
tions, including violating an out-
of-service order or having a driver 
found driving under the influence, 
and no driver and/or vehicle out-
of-service percentage greater than 
the national compliance average.

For more information about 
the Oregon program, contact 
Susan Coffey at (503) 373-7052.

The Oregon program is similar 
to Partners in Compliance in Alber-
ta, Canada, a non-governmental 
group that provides motor carriers 
based in Alberta and neighboring 
Manitoba the opportunity to realize 
higher safety standards and be rec-
ognized for it. Its current member-
ship comprises 52 carriers, includ-
ing three bus companies.

More information about the 
Alberta program can be found at 
www.partnersincompliance.com.

Trusted carrier
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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VIRGINIA BEACH — Roni 
Stevens has joined Venture Tours 
here as director of marketing and 
business development. 

Stevens previously held similar 
positions at Academy Express, 
Academy Bus and New World 
Tours in northern Virginia.

Stevens has been active in a va-
riety of travel industry groups, in-
cluding the American Bus and 
United Motorcoach associations, 
the NTA (formerly the National 
Tour Association), and the North 
Carolina, Virginia and Maryland 
motorcoach associations. 

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Charles 
‘Buddy’ Young, owner of Capitol 
Bus Lines of West Columbia, 
S.C., has been appointed by the 
governor of South Carolina, Nikki 
Haley, to a panel that will review 
state regulations with an eye to-
ward eliminating or changing 
cumbersome rules.

Young represents the National 
Federation of Independent Busi-
ness on the panel.

Haley announced plans to cre-
ate a regulatory review task force 
in her State of the State address in 
January. The 11-member group 
has until mid-November to issue a 
report to the state legislature.

FARIBAULT, Minn. — ABC 
Companies has announced the ap-
pointment of Mike Richardson as 
parts territory sales manager for the 
region that includes Texas, Oklaho-
ma, Arizona and New Mexico. 

Richardson joins ABC with 
more than 33 years of experience 
in the coach industry. He began his 
career with Carrollton (Texas) 
Coach & Tours as a driver and 
mechanic. He then spent the next 
25 years at Motor Coach Indus-
tries, ending his tenure at MCI as 
parts and service manager for the 
company’s south central region. 

Most recently, Richardson was 
the driver training and mainte-
nance manager for Tornado Bus 
Co. of Dallas. 

People

Centralized charter sales program is kicked off by Trailways
FAIRFAX, Va. — Trailways 

has launched a charter sales pro-
gram for its member companies. 

Trailways says the new pro-
gram offers one-stop shopping for 
customers who wish to charter 
passenger transportation or ar-
range other bus transportation.  

Trailways’ headquarters staff 

will assist customers in all aspects 
of group travel planning, including 
quoting a price, scheduling the trip 
with a Trailways company near 
them, confirmation of the trip date, 
coordination with  Trailways’ local 
operations, and centralized billing.  

“Customized, direct customer 
support is the goal of the new char-

ter effort,” said Gale Ellsworth, 
Trailways’ president/CEO. “We 
believe customer service and our 
brand recognition with the public 
set us apart.”  

A pre-launch test, starting in 
2011 and continuing through last 
year, was “highly successful,” ac-
cording to Trailways. During the 

test, $1.1 million in gross revenue 
was generated for Trailways-affili-
ated companies. 

The program was off icially 
transitioned from pre-launch to 
full-blown operation at Trailways’ 
annual stockholders meeting and 
conference held in San Diego last 
month.  

The charter sales unit is housed 
at Trailways’ corporate office here 
and is staffed by sales personnel, 
as well as support staff. 

Working with Relational Bus 
Systems (RBS), Trailways created 
a charter quote page on its website. 
The program also has a toll-free 
phone number.

Coach Financing and Leasing Specialists
• Coach and School Bus Financing
• Terms Up to 84 Months
• Balloons and Skip Monthly Payments Available
•  100% Financing Available to 

Qualified Credits

• Low Fixed Rate Equipment Financing
• Fleet Refinancing
• Used Equipment Financing
• TracLeases Available

 www.shorefundingltd.com info@shorefundingltd.com

(800) 542-7467
TEL: (732) 389-7500   FAX: (732) 389-7505

 Roni Stevens Mike Richardson
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tices to assure its vehicles were 
systematically and properly in-
spected, repaired and maintained.

The agency also found the com-
pany “failed to repair its commer-
cial motor vehicles in a competent 
manner, failed to ensure its me-
chanics are knowledgeable and 
qualified, failed to ensure its com-
mercial motor vehicles meet mini-
mum safety standards, and know-
ingly dispatched vehicles with 
safety defects.”

Based on the f indings, the 
FMCSA ordered the company be 
immediately shut down as an im-
minent hazard, and told Rimrock it 
would not be permitted to resume 
operations until it took “specific 
steps to ensure and demonstrate 
compliance with (Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Regulations).”

The order included a require-
ment that Rimrock submit in writ-
ing — within eight hours of the 
out-of-service order being issued 
— a list of the location of every 
one of its buses.

“FMCSA will continue to do 
everything within its current legal 
authority to remove unsafe opera-
tors from our roads,” said FMCSA 
Administrator Anne S. Ferro. “Our 
agency is committed to raising the 
bar for commercial vehicle and 

driver safety.”
Rimrock President Thorm 

Forseth told a Billings newspaper 
the company was doing everything 
it can to comply with the changes 
demanded by the FMCSA, after 
which it would reapply to serve 
Montana and North Dakota. 

The company has been in busi-
ness for 38 years.

Forseth also told the newspa-
per that only one in four compa-
nies returns to the road after a fed-
eral order like the one issued 
against his company. For that rea-
son, he said, Rimrock wants to 
make sure it gets everything right 
before reapplying. 

A copy of the Rimrock immi-
nent hazard out-of-service order 
can be found at www.fmcsa.dot.
gov/documents/about/news/2013/
Rimrock-IH-032213.pdf. 

Following the shutdown, Trail-
ways removed Rimrock from its 
list of member operators and the 
American Bus Association issued 
a statement to a Montana TV sta-
tion saying it supported the actions 
taken by the FMCSA.

“The American Bus Associa-
tion has been very supportive of 
the Department of Transportation 
to get unsafe bus companies off 
the road,” said ABA Spokesman 
Dan Ronan. “In the Compliance 
Review, the FMCSA found enough 
problems to issue this order.”

Rimrock interlined with Grey-
hound, which abandoned Montana 
during the last decade, Salt Lake 
Express, Arrow/Black Hills Stage 
Lines, Jefferson Line and others, 
providing service to cities like 
Idaho Falls and Coeur d’Alene, 
Idaho; Seattle and Spokane, Wash.; 
Cody, Wyo., and Salt Lake City. 

OKC operator closed 
OKLAHOMA CITY — The 

FMCSA also ordered Oklahoma 
City-based Heartland Charters & 
Tours to cease all operations.

The shutdown stemmed from 
Heartland failing to adhere to op-
erating conditions the company 
agreed to follow last July.

In April of last year, Heartland 
was ordered to close as an immi-
nent hazard. That order was based 
on an investigation of the compa-
ny’s operations that found multiple 
hours-of-service, vehicle mainte-
nance, controlled-substance and 
alcohol-testing violations. (See 
May 1 Bus & Motorcoach News.)

The federal investigators also 
discovered the company did not 
conduct pre-employment drug 
screenings of its drivers and failed 
to use properly qualified drivers.

In July 2012, FMCSA and 
Heartland reached a consent agree-
ment allowing the resumption of 
passenger operations provided 
Heartland remained compliant with 

federal safety regulations.
A follow-up Compliance Re-

view conducted by FMCSA inves-
tigators last month found multiple 
violations of the consent agreement 
that included repeat violations of 
specific safety regulations that re-
sulted in the April 2012 shutdown.

At the time Heartland was 

shutdown last year it had three mo-
torcoaches. It has been in business 
for eight years.  

A copy of the revocation of op-
erating authority order for Heart-
land can be viewed at www.fmcsa.
d o t . g ov / d o c u m e n t s / a b o u t /
news/2013/Heartland-Charters-
CAO.pdf.

Failure to provide records
cited in company closure 

WASHINGTON — The Feder-
al Motor Carrier Safety Adminis-
tration shut down a trucking com-
pany last month, using new 
authority the agency was granted 
under the two-year federal highway 
and public transportation legisla-
tion that became law last summer.

After Southern Transportation 
of Atlanta stopped cooperating 
with FMCSA safety investigators 
and failed to provide copies of 
company safety records, the agen-
cy invoked provisions of the Mov-
ing Ahead for Progress in the 21st 
Century Act (MAP-21) and or-
dered the company shut down.

Under MAP-21, signed into 
law by President Obama last July, 
the FMCSA may place a motor 
carrier out of service if it fails to 
comply with a letter demanding re-
lease of company safety records.  

“Truck and bus companies 
that refuse to cooperate with safe-
ty investigators have no place on 
our nation’s roadways,” said U.S. 
Transportation Secretary Ray La-
Hood. “We will continue to use 
our authority to shut down motor 
carriers that endanger the public.”

Added FMCSA Administrator 
Anne Ferro: “MAP-21 strengthens 
the ability of FMCSA investigators 
to take necessary and appropriate 
actions to protect innocent lives. 
We will not allow the safety of the 
traveling public to be compro-
mised by an unsafe commercial 
truck or bus company.”

 Roughly a week earlier, the 
FMCSA declared General Trans-
portation, Inc., a trucking company 
operating out of the same location, 
to be an imminent hazard to safety, 
shutting down that company.

Rimrock Trailways
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/documents/about/news/2013/Rimrock-IH-032213.pdf
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/documents/about/news/2013/Rimrock-IH-032213.pdf
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/documents/about/news/2013/Rimrock-IH-032213.pdf
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/documents/about/news/2013/Heartland-Charters-CAO.pdf
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/documents/about/news/2013/Heartland-Charters-CAO.pdf
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/documents/about/news/2013/Heartland-Charters-CAO.pdf
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/documents/about/news/2013/Heartland-Charters-CAO.pdf
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Museum Spring Fling will be June 1
HERSHEY, Pa. — The Muse-

um of Bus Transportation’s annual 
“Spring Bus Fling,” featuring 
three recent additions to its fleet of 
vintage buses, will be June 1.

The event will be in and on the 
grounds of the Antique Automo-
bile Club of America Antique Au-
tomobile Museum, where the Mu-
seum of Bus Transportation houses 
a portion of its historic bus fleet. 
The AACA museum is celebrating 
its 10th anniversary this year.

The museum is one mile north 
of famous Hersheypark on Penn-
sylvania Highway 39 in Hershey.

 The fling, which will run from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., is free to 
museum members.

The regular admission fee to 
the museum, which houses more 
than 130 vehicles (cars, trucks, 
motorcycles and buses) will be re-
duced for other visitors from the 
normal $10 to $5.

There will be more than 20 ta-
bles of bus-related artifacts for 
sale to visitors.

The fling is an opportunity to 
view the museum’s entire fleet in 
one day, including those buses 

housed at its nearby storage facility. 
Wolf Bus Lines will provide 

shuttle service to and from the 
storage facility during the day.

 The three additions to the mu-
seum fleet that will be on display 
at this year’s fling are a 1955 Flx-
ible VL-100, a Beaver transit 
coach, and a 1936 International 
school bus.

Last year’s outdoor bus dis-
play, which included intercity, 

transit, school and conversion 
buses brought by attendees, num-
bered nearly 25. 

Bus operators, manufacturers 
and individuals are invited to dis-
play a bus; there is plenty of parking 
and there’s no charge to display.

The museum has arranged a 
block of rooms at an adjoining hotel.

More information about the 
event is available by calling the mu-
seum at (717) 566-7100 ext. 119.

New to the museum fleet is this 1955 Flxible VL-100.

Feds hit Fung Wah with
third out-of-service order

BOSTON — For Fung Wah 
Bus Transportation, the thumping 
just keeps on coming.

The Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration issued its 
third out-of-service order against 
the high-profile ethnic curbside 
operator in a span of 32 days.

At the end of last month, the 
safety agency found Fung Wah to 
be an imminent hazard to public 
safety and ordered it to cease all 
passenger operations. 

That action rescinded an out-of-
service order the FMCSA had is-
sued in early March that was based 
on Fung Wah’s failure to cooperate 
with FMCSA investigators. That 
order also did not permit the com-
pany to operate. (See March 15 Bus 
& Motorcoach News.)

The early March order came 
roughly a week after the FMCSA 
served Fung Wag with an immi-
nent hazard operations out-of-ser-
vice order that directed the com-
pany to park 21 pre-2005 coaches 
in its fleet.

The first order was based on in-
spections made in late February by 
the Massachusetts Department of 
Public Utilities that found Fung Wah 
coaches had a ton of safety prob-

lems, and the company had no main-
tenance program that would prevent 
the operation of unsafe buses. 

After the early March order, 
FMCSA safety investigators spent 
about a month digging deeper into 
the company and “found evidence 
of significant safety problems and 
dangerous conditions on its buses.

“The company failed to in-
spect, repair and maintain its vehi-
cles, falsified inspection records, 
failed to ensure its drivers were 
qualified and complied with hours-
of-service regulations, and failed 
to meet drug and alcohol testing 
requirements,” the FMCSA said in 
announcing its latest order.

Among other  things,  the 
FMCSA also found that Fung Wah 
was permitting drivers to falsify 
logs and drive beyond speed limits.

“Individually and cumulatively, 
these violations and conditions of 
operations substantially increase 
the likelihood of serious injury or 
death to Fung Wah drivers, passen-
gers and the traveling public,” the 
FMCSA said. 

The in-depth probe of Fung 
Wah seemingly contrasts sharply 
with a Compliance Review the 
FMCSA conducted at Fung Wah 

in early February, 19 days before 
the first out-of-service order.

The Compliance Review result-
ed in a “satisfactory” safety rating 

for the company. (See April 1 Bus 
& Motorcoach News.)

A copy of the latest imminent 
hazard out-of-service order issued 

against Fung Wah can be found at 
www.fmcsa.dot.gov/documents/
about/news/2013/Fung-Wah-IH-
Order.pdf.

http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/documents/about/news/2013/Fung-Wah-IH-Order.pdf
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/documents/about/news/2013/Fung-Wah-IH-Order.pdf
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/documents/about/news/2013/Fung-Wah-IH-Order.pdf
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at

February 16-20, 2014 l Los Angeles, CA

Champion Coach – Original & Current Owner – Southern Coach
Series 60 Detroit, B500 Allison Transmissions. 56 Passenger 

National Seats with Winged Headrest. Recent Leatherette seat covers. 
Flat Screen Monitors (6), Durabrite wheels. Currently in Service.

For info Call (770) 486-9790 or email gene.hall7@yahoo.com

2002 MCI J4500

SCHAUMBURG,  I l l .  — 
Motor Coach Industries confirmed 
it has been awarded a contract by 
Greyhound Lines to supply 130 
D4505 coaches during the next 
two years. (See March 15 Bus & 
Motorcoach News.)

 “This is a signif icant con-
tract,” said MCI President and 
CEO Rick Heller.

 “It demonstrates MCI’s ability 
to supply ‘reliability driven’ 
coaches, parts and service, and al-
lows us to participate in Grey-
hound Lines’ expansion.

“We are proud to be a part of 
its success in serving its growing 
ridership,” Heller added.

The new Greyhound Ds will be 
wired for Wi-Fi and equipped with 

passenger power outlets and three-
point seatbelts.

Additionally, each coach will 
have a wheelchair lift and leather-
ette seating for 50 passengers, com-
pared to the typical 55-seat config-
uration for the D4505. 

The driver station will include 
an air-ride seat, plus there will be an 
aisle gate and shield for security. 

Power for the coaches will be 
delivered by Cummins engines 
mated to Allison B500 transmis-
sions. The 2010 order had Detroit 
engines.

The contract is the second pur-
chase of MCIs by Greyhound in 
this decade. It ordered 70 D4505s 
in April 2010. (See April 15, 2010 
Bus & Motorcoach News.)

Prior to that, it purchased 36 
D4505s in early 2006. (See March 
15, 2006 Bus & Motorcoach News.)

 “We’re committed to providing 
our customers with safe and com-
fortable travel, which is why we 
continue to work with MCI to de-
liver quality motorcoaches with 
modern amenities that our custom-
ers will enjoy,” said Dave Leach, 
president and CEO of Greyhound.

Greyhound buying 130 MCI D4505s

ST. CHARLES, Mo. — A resi-
dent of suburban St. Louis faces 
criminal charges for allegedly 
using a prosthetic penis to try to 
pass a drug test.

Authorities say Sydney Levin, 
34, was submitting a urine sample 
last month as part of his probation 
when an officer spotted him using a 
prosthetic, known as a Whizzinator.

The device has been marketed 
in the past as a way to pass drug 
tests by using someone else’s urine.

Local television stations and 
news services reported that Levin, 
who lives in Lake St. Louis, was 
charged with possessing a forging 
instrument. He was arrested and 
released after posting a $25,000 
bond. In a court appearance, he 
pleaded not guilty.

Levin was on probation for 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance and felony stealing in 2009. 
Authorities said Levin’s probation 
required him to submit a urine 
sample as part of a drug test.

Levin does not have a listed 
phone number. 

Two years ago, Gerald Willis 
of Los Angeles was sentenced to 
six months in federal prison for 
running a company that sold the 
Whizzinator to cheat on drug tests. 
Willis’ company disbanded, but 
the Whizzinator is still sold on the 
Web as a sex toy through a com-
pany called Alternative Lifestyle 
Systems of Long Beach, Calif.

Fake genitals
fail in bid to
cheat drug test
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Are you just a needle in
a haystack?   

®

One-Stop Shopping!
With listings* for buses,

hotels, attractions,
CVBs, restaurants and
more—BusRates.com

is a full-service resource
for group travel planners!

With an average of over 100,000 visitors each month, BusRates.com 
generated 40,000 unique requests for quotes for its 
subscribers in 2012. There is no comparison—being listed on other 
online directories is like being a needle in a haystack. 

Contact us to see how BusRates.com can help
potential customers start finding you today!

866.375.0800 /  eric@busrates.com 
www.BusRates.com

*Ask us how you can list your bus operation, hotel, attraction, CVB, restaurant or other group travel service!

DALEVILLE, Ind. — Ron 
Halbert, who founded Econoway 
Motor Coach here 30 years ago, 
has sold most of his coaches and 
other assets of the company to Star 
of America of Jeffersonville, Ind.

Halbert started his coach com-
pany with a single bus in August 
1983 and it grew into a diverse 
business that included a tour com-
pany, a small school bus service, 
and a charter operation.  At its 
peak, it had a fleet of 13 buses.

Star of America purchased the 
six MCIs Econoway was operating 
at the time Halbert decided to sell 
the company.

Halbert gave up the school bus 
contract he had with the school 
district in Richmond, Ind., which 
put the service out to bid; Star of 
America won the contract.

The tour operation, called 
Overland Tours, is being closed.

The Econoway name also will 
be phased out.

“I would like to thank UMA, 
ABA and the National Motor-
coach Network for the support 
they have given our company, and 
we would like to thank the many 
motorcoach friends and operators 
that have been so marvelous to 
meet and work with these past 30 
years,” said Halbert. 

Star of America is a nine-year-
old operation created by the Sodrel 
Companies and the Free Enter-
prise System of Jeffersonville. 

The Sodrels purchased Star of 
Indiana, a charter bus operation 
based in Bloomington, Ind., and 
modified its name in May 2004. 

Late in 2004, the Sodrels pur-
chased two of the oldest motor-
coach companies operating in Indi-
ana, I-V Coaches of Indianapolis 
and Vincennes, Ind., and Illini 
Swallow Lines, which had facilities 
in Indianapolis and Champaign, Ill.

In 2005, the Sodrels purchased 
D&E Charter Service and Four 
Star Charter Service, both of Mun-
cie, Ind.

All of the companies were 
folded into Star of America. 

More recently, the Sodrels pur-
chased Royal American Charter 
Lines of Lansing, Ill., which is 
south of Chicago, off Interstates 
80 and 94.

Separately, Halbert is selling 
three coaches not purchased by 
Star of America — a 2000 Prevost 
XLII and two 1999 Setras. Contact 
him at (765) 425-4260.

Star of America buys Econoway REPOS FOR SALEREPOS FOR SALE
•“Bank Repos” across the US   • Priced to Sell

• Variety of Makes & Models

1-877-737-2221 x30716
www.Bus-Buys.com — View “Repo Inventory” 

Consumer confidence in the 
U.S. increased in March to a four-
month high, according to the Thom-
son Reuters/University of Michi-
gan consumer sentiment index.

The month’s final index rose to 
78.6, from 77.6 in February.

Economists had forecast a read-
ing of 72.6, following a preliminary 
mid-month reading of 71.8.

The index averaged 89 in the 
five years before the recession that 
began in December 2007.

Meanwhile, personal spending 
rose 0.7 percent in February, the 
largest gain in f ive months, the 
Commerce Department reported.

Consumer confidence
rises to 4-month high
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Bus converts seats 
in less than 1 minute 

with Flip Seats
Approx. 240,000 original miles 
Detroit Diesel Series 60 Engine 

Allison B500R transmission 
(hydraulic retarder) 

Michelin Tires (not retreads) 
Enhanced sound system w/ 
AM/FM/CD/DVD/PA system 
Cordless mic & 6 monitors  

Marc: 808.832.6261
or sales@RoyalStarHawaii.com

Asking $179,000 OBO

2003 E4500 ~ Low Mile ~ One Owner ~ 58 Seats
Lift Equipped Coach • 8 Tie Down Stations

Over 500K miles. Series 60 Detroit, B500 
Allison Transmission. Seating capacity is 57. 

Currently in service with VERY COLD Thermo 
King A/C systems!  10 month old paint jobs. 

Asking $29,500 

1 LEFT – 1997 NEOPLAN!

Please call for info at 757-494-1480 or 
email us at jimmy@venturebustours.com

Have you ever dreamed of living in Montana and
making a great living? We are retiring from our 32
year old Tour and Motorcoach company that has

shown steady growth even with the poor
economy, and has so much more 

potential.Please contact us via email  
lairdtravel@aol.com or call (406)761-9700

For Sale
Tour/Motorcoach Company 

UMA Capitol Hill Day
June 26, 2013

Washington, DC

Mark Your Calendar!

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD!

APRIL  2013
24 ADA Motorcoach Training 
sponsored by Pennsylvania Bus 
Assoc., Holiday Inn Harrisburg 
(Pa.). Info: efarrell@pabus.org. 

JUNE  2013
Southeastern Motorcoach 
Operators Coalition Meeting. 
Info: info@ncmotorcoach.org. 

North Carolina Motorcoach 
Asso ciation Annual Operators 
Meeting. Info: info@ncmotor-
coach.org.*

1 Museum of Bus Transporta-
tion Spring Fling, AACA/MoBT 
Museum Campus, Hershey, Pa. 
Info: www.busmuseum.org. 

17-20 Pennsylvania Bus 
Association Annual Meeting, 
Resort & Conference Center, 
Hyannis, Mass. Information: 
www.pabus.org. 

20-23 New England Bus 
Association Annual Meeting, 
Sebasco Harbor Resort, Sebasco 
Estates, Maine. Info: www.
newenglandbus.org.  

25-27 United Motorcoach 
Association Board of Directors 
and Board Committee Meet-
ings, Washington, D.C. Info: 
(800) 424-8262.

*Details pending

Calendar

2004 
Setra 417 
Excellent
Condition 
Low Miles

Contact Eric 
415-573-2313 

for details

mailto:efarrell@pabus.org
mailto:info@ncmotorcoach.org
mailto:info@ncmotorcoach.org
mailto:info@ncmotorcoach.org
http://www.newenglandbus.org
http://www.newenglandbus.org


Power for demanding routes. 
Fuel efficiency for a demanding economy.

The Volvo D13 engine with SCR technology saves you money by saving fuel. Powered by Volvo’s proven platform, the 

D13 delivers a measurable advantage in dependability, performance and economy. Its advanced design exceeds current 

emissions standards and eliminates active regenerations to conserve time and fuel. Add Volvo’s I-Shift transmission 

and you’ll increase fuel savings even more. The I-Shift’s microprocessor keeps the engine in the “sweet spot” for more miles 

per gallon. And the automated operation lets every driver shift like a pro. If you’re looking for a powertrain to accelerate your 

motorcoach profits, the Volvo D13 is the way to go. Learn more at www.prevostcar.com.

35 Gagnon Blvd., Ste-Claire QC, G0R 2V0, Canada   |   USA 1-877-773-8678   |   Canada 418-883-3391 

PRE017-11_D13Ad-120711-B&MN.indd   1 12/8/11   11:08 AM



THE BEST BUS IS A FULL BUS
TEMSA MoTor coAchES froM ch BuS SAlES ArE 
ThE only 30’ And 35’ inTEgrAl dESignEd coAchES in 
ThE uniTEd STATES – ThiS givES flExiBiliTy To BolSTEr 
profiTS wiTh A full BuS And ThE coMforT And rEliABiliTy 
of A 45’ coAch.

wiTnESS ThE diffErEncE!

EAST
Tony Mongiovi

856-325-0094

MIDWEST
rAndy AngEll

507-331-7911

SOUTH
TiM vAughT

817-994-8692

SOUTHEAST
TiM guldin

407-625-9207

WEST
rAndy KolESAr

310-503-8892

www.chbussales.com

CH 
BUS SALES

EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR


